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Public Meeting. 


; ‘ leutta 
ings of the General Vestry Meeting of the Inhabitants of Caleutta, 
Tsay! bu Hall on the 22d September 1819, under the sanction of 
His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, pares 6 
Requisition to the Sheriff, signed by Mr. R. C. Plowden and T. J. fo 
Sidesmen and Members of the Select Vestry, chosen by the Inhabitants in Genera 
Vestry, on Easter Monday last. 





i i have 
aratory Note to our Report of this Meeting, which we 
cine pti dep to funda as accurate and faithful as possible, we desire to 
state the foilowing facts :— 


iving that the memory of no one individaal coald retain the whole 
of B rg Sor at the Meeting, we requested publicly and oe pape 
through our Journal, and subsequently by written Notes —oe ~ 
Speakers, that such Gentlemen as favored the Mecting with their sen —— 
on this occasion, would commit to writing, with as much agg Ao t eit 
memories would admit, the substance of what fell from them, mt — 
in which it wae expressed: first, that the Report of their share ia the De - C 
might appear in the form least objectionable to themselves, and secondly, 
that we might not incur a subsequent charge of misconception or misrepre- 
sentation, where our own memory might fail us. 


could be but one feeling,—that of a desire to exercise the 
aban tet ins could have dediceted this step; and as it was 
an indulgence seldom or perhaps never given to the partakers in a public 
Debate before, we did certainly hope that the parties would have scrupu- 
lous!y confined themselves to what actually fell from them, that they would, 
as the phrase is,—report “ the truth, the whole tauth, and nothing but the 
truth ;” and that their own memories would enable them to be more exact 
than the Report of any person whe uadertook to listen to and detail the opi- 
pions of ali who spoke. 


It has happened, however, that in many of the Speeches which we have 
yeceived, though there bas been, we hope and believe, no premeditated mis- 
yepresentation,—the memory of the Speaker has so failed him od ogee in- 
stances, as to cause bim to omit certain particulars that did really —— 
and his fancy, or whatever the pecoliar faculty may be, has so served him ix 
others as to create what it might, it is true, have been his intention to say, 
but which certainly was not said, as far as our recollection extends. 


As the Speeches are principally furnished as in the hand writings of 
the Speakers,—we shall of course coufine ourselves to them literally ; but 
our love of impartiality, and our desire to serve the cause of Truth on which- 
ever side this nay be, will compel us to remark in occasional marginal notes 
as we go along, where the Report of the Speaker appears to run counter t 
our own recollection,—leaving those who were present at the Assembly to 
decide whether they are well-founded or not. 

In such portions as are free from potes or remarks,-——we wish it to be un- 
derstood that we belicve them to be correct according to the best of our re- 
collection and judgement, and that we have nothing to urge to the contrary. 


: help adding that the patience and the labour which has 
watceeenenia me pane 4 this task, has exceeded any thing that we have 
ever before been called upon to exercise ; and we trust that this considera- 
tion will induce all who are about to exert their skill in search of errors, 
to temper that spirit with some regard to the imperfect means which belong 
to an Indian, es compared with an English press. 


ee 


This Meeting was one of the most numerous and respectable of any 
that the memory of man recoliscts to have seen assembled in Calcutta. 
‘We endeavoured to note the names of those present as they entered the 
Hall, bat were obliged to relinquish the task, owing to the numbers that 
crowded through every entrance soon after the appointed hour of teno’clock. 
The whole number present could not be short of 400, and among them we 


moticed 40 or 50 of the principal Members of the Honorable Company's 





Civil Service ;—20 or 30 Staff and Military Officers of the King’s and Com- 
pany’s Army ;—15 or 20 of the Medical Gentlemen of the Company’s Es- 
tablishment ;—several Officers of the Honorable Company’s Marine, and of 
the India Country Service ;—from 30 to 40 of the Mercantile Gentlemen of 
the City, including the heads of the first houses of business ;—many of the 
principal Members of the Law ;—and a large concourse of the most respect- 
able of the Inhabitants of this City of Calcatta. 

At a quarter past ten o'clock, the 
WILLIAM AUGUSTUS BREWER, 
following words :— 


Gentlemen—In the absence of the High Sheriff, who is prevented by 
indisposition from having the honoar of attending here to-day, it becomes 
my duty to open this Meeting, which has been called at the Requisition of 
Messrs. Plowden, under the sanqtion of Government.—The objects & 4 
the Meeting appear in that Requisition, which has been already fully a 
repeatedly communicated to the Public. 


The High Sheriff bas requested me to state his cordial wishes for a su0- 
cessful issue to the honorabig and public-spirited exertion of Messrs. 
Plowden, onthe occasion which has brought us together, to which good 
wishes I take the liberty of joining my humble voice. 

‘I presume, that the first thing to be done, is te choose a Chairman of 
this Meeting. 

Mr. PATTLE then moved that Commodore John Hayes be called to 
the Chair, which was duly seconded, and carried nem-con. 


Meeting was opened by Mr, 
the Under Sheriff, in nearly the 


COMMODORE HAYES accordingly took his seat, having first briefly 
addressed the Assembly, expressing his bigh sense of the honor they had 
been pleased to confer on him, and the gratifying feelings excited in his 
breast by such a mark of favor and confidence proceeding from the most 
numerous Mceting ever assembled within this city, and for purposes so be- 
coming the independent spirit of Britons, and not less truly honorable to 
the confiding liberality of the enlightened Government, under which 
it was the common happiness of himself and all who heard him, te be 
placed. He declared his determined resolution to prove himself wor- 
thy of the trust his fellow-citizens had been pleased to confer on bim that 
day, by the most exact impartiality to all; and he hoped they would 
all see the necessity for supporting him in his attempts to procure a 
fair and equal hearing for all men of all parties, (Hear, hear.) The 
Chairman then briefly adverted to the purpose of their meeting together, 
which was, that of hearing the complaint to which two Gentlemen, 
regularly chosen by the Inohabitants to represent them in the Select 
Vesiry of St. John’s, had to lay before this General Assembly of their Con- 
stituents, against three of their Colleagues, whom they accused of having: 
ejected them from office. Presuming on the consent of the Meeting, (kear,’ 
hear.) he therefore called on the Brothers, Messrs. Plowden, to proceed to 
state their Case. 


Mr. R.C. PLOWDEN then rose, and addressed himself to the Meeting 
to the following effect: 


Gentlemen—You have just heard from the Deputy Sheriff, the objeet 
of this (l am glad to find.) highly respectable Meeting. My absence from 
Calcutta, and the uncertainty of being able to be present at it, had previ- 
ously made it mecesshry, that the whole duty of detailing to you all the cir< 
cumstances of our case, should devolve upon my brother and colleagues 
but as one of the two, who have felt the necessity of convening you together, 
I cannot remain altogether silent, notwithstanding that Iknow there are 
many abler hands, who are prepared to espouse our cause. The personal 
indignities which have been offered to us, in the violent ejection of us from 
thé office, which io your sutfrages had placed us, is not a theme upon which 
I would propose to descant, alihough that were sufficient to excite the indig- 
nation of a tamer spirit than my own. Gentlemen, itis with principles, with 
which we bave to contend; and if in the developement of our conduct, it 
sball-be found, that we have endeavoured to maintain unimpaired your 
rights and privileges, your approbation of our exertions will be our bighest 
reward, The principics of sou-responsibiity and self election, which 
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have been so pertinaciously adhered to, by the fparty calling them- 
selves the Select Vestry, cannot be endyred; it is as absurd in theory, as 
it is unprecedented in practice. Gentlemien, in the contest of this day, 
the cause of charity and the best feelings of human nature struggle against 
arbitrary usurpation of power ant authority; for where shall we look 
to the hand that will extend its relief towards the indigent and poor, if 
the dispensers of its charities, however respectable the individuals 
ihetiselvés are, resolutcly refuse to render an account of the Funds en- 
trusted to their charge, and the appropriation of them? The result of 
this day’s proceediogs will, I trust, convince them of the utter uatena- 
bility of such principles. ° 


Gentlemen—-I feelit not to be foreign to the proceedings of this day, that I 
should take this opportunity of noticing and of publicly repelling the various 
attacks that have been as publicly made upon our characters. Among the 
rest, it cannot be unknown to you, that wehbave been accused of 
fulminating and incalcating principles of Sacobiaism and Atheism, of bring- 
dng back to your recollection the era of the Revolution. God forbid that such 
jmputations should be at our door; and the characters we have maintained 


among you during a long course of years will, Itrust, furnish the best re- 


futation of such a charge; bat this is notall, malevolence has not been 
wanting to asperse our characters by insinuations as base as they are repug- 
nant to our feelings; ithas been averred, in a tone of sarcastic and triumph- 
ant feeling, that we have been running counter to the commands of an 
honored and revered parent. Gentlemen, I know that honored Father better 
than the writer of this malignant attack ; I know him, I say, better and I 
pledge myself to assure you, that were he this day present to witness our 
proceedings, he would have applauded the motives . which have actuated 
our condact and the principles which have dictated it. 


Gentlemen—I have but one observation more to make ;—circamstances 
Have occurred since the eommencement of this discussion which now render 
me disqualified to continue in the office in which your veice bad placed me. 
I make mention of this circumstance in order that you may adopt such mea- 
sures as may eventually be necessary for supplying my place. At the same 
time, should it be convenient that my name should nominally stand as one 
of the Sidesmen, I beg to express my readiness to afford my utmost co- 
operation to the ultimate designs of this Meeting. 

Gentlemen—I bow with the utmost submission to the decision of this 
day. (applause) 

Mr. TREVOR PLOWDEN followed, and spoke nearly as follows. 


Gentlemen—Inhabitants of Calcutta, and Members of the General 
Vestry of St. John’s Church— 

We are met this day in pursuance of a Public Notice and Advertise- 
ment, which my Brother and myself caused to be inserted in the Newspa- 
pers, requesting the favour of your attendance in this place, that we might 
confer with you upon certain occurrences that have taken place in the Ves- 
try of St. John’s Church, deeply affecting the rights, as we conceive, of the 
Calcutta community. 


Gentlemen—We were elected last Easter Monday, by a respectable 
body of you, many of whom I now see present, to the offices of Sidesmen 
and Members of the Select Vestry. We were willing, to accept the si- 
tuations, from considerations of duty to our fellow Citizens, and 
the Pablic. We had actually entered on the functions of our oftice, but 
we have been prevented from doing our duty, and have been expelled from 
the Select Vestry by our colleagues. 

3ecing thus forcibly precluded from discharging the trust, which 
our constituents were pleased to repose in us, we have felt it incumbent 
‘on us, to call you, the elective body, together ; to render you a full account 
of the causes which have prevented us from fulfilling our duties as Vestry- 
men; to state to you the measures we have adopted in order to vindicate 
your right of election violated in our persons ( Hear, hear, hear !); and to re- 
sign our trust into the hande which conferred it, unless you shall approve 
of our past conduct, and sball desire us to continue in our situations, 
and in your name and behalf to seek every lawful mode of redress which 
may be found open to us. 


Gentlemen—It was our wish to haye met you not in this place, nor in 
this form. We desired to have you formally convoked as a General Vestry, 
and at St. John’s; we endeavoured accordingly to have you so assembled 
by giving notice to that effect toour colicagues, agreeably to the provisions 
laid downin the only Constitution for the Church administration of St. 
John’s, which has ever been made known to the Pablic of Calcutta. Bat, 
our endeavours to that eud failed of success; they were radely and con- 
temptuously left unanswered and unnoticed ( Hear, hear! ). We had there- 
fore no other resource left tous but to request by public Advertisement, 
that such of you as would have attended (bad the General Vestry been 
eouvoked agreeably to our desire,) would do us the favor to meet as in 
this place, that we might thus learn what was the gereral opinion, with 
yegard to our past transactions, what tbe general wish in regard to our fu- 
ture proceedings. 


Gentiemen—Yoo are all probably aware, that every possible endea- 
vour public and private, open and anonymous, was made by the persons 
opposed to us and anxious to perpetuate their discreditable assumption of 
power, to prevent our meeting youin this place. The history of their 
strennous efforts would amuse you and would not be uaninstractive, as 
the detail would naturally lead yon to reflect on the nature of that usurpa- 
tion ;on the teudeneics of » system which considers wauly publicity amd the 


honest English notions of making representatives periodically amenable to 
their constituents, as misfortunes and evils which are to be averted by the 
instrumentality of every species of intrigue, and by the application of every 
engine of terror and persuasion which the denunciations of man could be 
brought to wield. By persevering efforts of these disreputable descriptions, 
aided by the usual cry of Jacobinism and rebellion against the constituted 
authorities, our opponents at last succeeded in forcing the mostliberal admi- 
nistration which England has ever given to India to interpose (Hear, hear! ) 


We were openly charged, in the Gazette which is the organ of Goverm 
ment, of flying in face of the Court of Directors’ orders, by assembling with- 
out the previous sanction of the Governor General in Council, through the 
Sheriff; and Government were in a manner compelled, by such a charge, to 
step forward, only a few days before the long announced Meeting, to de~ 
sire that we would comply with the forms so industriously quoted. 


The insiduousness of this procedure; the contemptible nature of this 
“ hue and cry,” will be manifest to you all, as they were to ourselves; bat, 
Gentlemen, we are free to confess, we are ready to acknowledge, that we do 
not well see how the Government couid have avoided taking the step it did, 
when the common superior of as all, the Courtof Directors, was brought 
into question. Being however, aware, that the old orders quoted, bad long 
been considered as adead letter in the more enlightened practice of recent 
times; that in fact, it had never at any time been considered to apply to 
other than epee ps Meetings; that our purpose of overthrowing a domineer 
ing oligarchy and recovering your rights, would be seriously impeded both 
here and in England, by the insiduous manceuvres of the usurping party, to 
give a political and democratical character to our open and honest views; 
we considered it to be our duty to put upon record a strong protest and dis- 
avowal of any such construction, in the shape of a most respectful remon- 
strance, which no doubt, Gentlemen, you have all read, shewing, that our 
purpose was not political, but specialand limited in its objects, and that it, 
came not within the scope and intent of the Honorable Court of Directors’ 
orders, any more than the hundreds of meetings for particular purposes 
which take place every day, numerously attended, and by the first person- 
ages in the country. Our representations, Gentlemen, failed in changing 
the view which Government thought it prudent to take, in a matter publicly 
asserted to compromise the authority of the Court of Directors. We 
did not indeed expect, that we should succeed; but, the Government 
did not hesitate, (as our adversaries during their short lived triumph assidu. 
ously gave out and credulously hoped it would) in grauting us leave to as« 
semble ; although the daring and seditious objects so feolingly deprecated 
by the Old Ladies and Alarmists,(a /augh) who were interested in per- 
petuating abuses, were distinctly submitted tothe wisdom of our liberal and 
truly impartial Government. 


We are not apprised, Gentlemen, but we can pretty well cuess the 
reasons which have stood in the way of our meeting at St. John’s Vestry 
Room or Church, the proper place on these occasions, aud the place too, 
it may be added, which is the joint property of Government and the Inhabi- 
tants, and not of the Select Vestry (hear, hear, hear.); but one room will 
serve our purpose as well as another. We are metat last, (hear, hear, hear.) 
and I now proceed, Gentlemen, to the business on which we have convoked 
you; begging you to pardon the tediousness of this preliminary address, 
which I thought was necessarily called for, under the extraordinary circum- 
stances which have heretofore thrown so many pitiful and vexatious impe- 
diments in the way of our meeting together. 


Gentlemen—it is highly gratifying to us to find, that our appeal has not 
been thought unworthy of your attention; if it is the pleasure of this assem- 
bly to enter now on the business for which we are at last met, I am ready 
to proceed in laying our case before you. I need scarcely entreat 
your patient and impartial attention to all who may address you, 
without reference either to their party, their opinions, or their motives ; to 
shew any failure in this essential particular would give our busy and 
watchful enemies the very advantages they seek; would stamp on you, on 
myself, on this Meeting, those imputations of turbulence and factiousness 
which our wily enemies have so falsely, and as yet so vainly, tried to fasten 
upon all of us. 


Gentlemen—at the commencement of this address, I briefly explained 
the objects for which we have used the freedom to call you together. The 
letter of the Sheriff has also shortly enumerated those objects ; but a more 
detailed explanation of our views, and of the facts which have placed us in 
our present unenviable relation to you, has been published in the Calcutta 
Journal, and little, therefore remains for me to offer. 


Gentlemen—we consider ourselves to stand in the position of servants, 
delegated by you to exercise a trust, laborious, irksome, and without rema- 
neration, although most honorable to us, aud very important with reference 
to the nnmerous poor of this great Christian community. (hear, hear, hear !) 


In the capacity of public servants, we have accordingly deemed it res- 
pectful and proper, that you, our constituents, should be fully apprized of 
the motives which have impelled us to call on you, forthe sacrifice of time, 
and those important avocations which almost every individual who now 
hears me, must have made, in thus attending our summons, We have for 
this reason therefore taken occasion to detail m the Newspapers, what we 
have suffered, and what we had done in our endeavours to fulfil our delega- 
ted trust, whilst at the same time, we explained what would remain for 
you to do in our support, if you wished not to surrender your undoubted 
rights, to the violence and usurpation of those equally with ws, yourservants, 





(Acar, hear!) and who had practically disowncd your authority, and had re- 
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volted from the power, by whom and for whose benefit alone they can be 
supposed to hold their cxistence as a public body. (hear, hear, Bear! ) 


Your knowledge, Gentlemen, of our case is not confined to the facts 
made known to the public, in the address affixed to our Notice, convoking 
this Meeting. As the servants of the public, my brother and myself consi- 
dered it to be our duty and our interest to make our fellow citizens, tho- 
roughly acquainted with the whole of our proceedings from time to time, as 
soon as we perceived an attack was meditated on the privileges of the 
Inhabitants, and when every hope had failed of bringing the party, who 
had usurped your right of clection to asense of the wrong which they 
committed against you in our persons. All our attempts, Gentlemen, hav- 
tng been baffled by the arrogance and insulting refusal of the majority, even 
to answer our public letters, except by vague and evasive notes affecting 
the form of private address, to avoid acknowledging our official capacities, 
we Cceemed it incumbent on us to print the whole of the correspondence, 
with a statement of such facts as bore wpon the question at issue. . 


It was of infinite importance, Gentlemen, to the success of our cause, 
and to give confidence to the friends of free discussion, that the world 
should see, we took no step from first to last, without baving previously 
informed Government, of our fotentions and altimate views. (Hear, hear.) 
For this purpose,- Gentlemen, we have from time to time, published 
the Correspondence, which has taken place with the Secretary to Govern- 
ment, on theVestry Question. From the whole tenor of that Correspondence, 
we conceived ourselves justified in proposing to carry our Vestry case, be- 
fore the Supreme Court, or if necessary by Petition to the Crown and Par- 
liament. We have the sanction of Government, who have aever expresscd 
the slightest intimation of dissatisfaction at our proceedings. (Hear, hear.) 


This tacit acquiescence proves at least the perfect neutrality 
which Government, with as much wisdom as dignity, determines to ob- 
sorve on these popular discussions. But, Gentlemen, if the least doubt re- 
mained in the minds of the most timid, surely they must completely be at an 
ead, now that we are actually met under the formal leave and authority ef 
the Governor General in Council, for the purpose of expelling intruders, 
who deny the authority which created their functions. That we are thus 
assembled, must for ever and effectually put to silence the strained plea 
which our antagonists have so industriously set forth, in the very teeth of 
Mr. Lushington’s Letter of the 22d of April last, that they had the weight and 
influence of Government on their side. As if, Gentlemen, the liberal and 
enlightened Government, which pow so happily presides over British In- 
dia, that administratien which has so nobly encouraged free discussion and 
unchained the press, would ever have stooped to prevent a plain municipal 
or parochiat question, from coming before the proper Court. As if that 
Government, dreaded the assemblage of the Inhabitants to consider of their 
rights, or to petition the High Tribunals of their country. As if that Go- 
vernment, would condescend to identify itself with the interests of a petty 
self-constituted junto. I hope, Gentlemen, we shall never hear more of 
the pretended Select Vestry’s pretended Support of Government. (Hear, 
hear, hear, and loud and continued applause.) 


I presume, Gentlemen, I need not occupy the time of this Meeting in 
reading over the series of printed documents I hold in my hand, they are 
familiar probably to all of you; but it is necessary that I should put you iv 
possession of our Case, as submitted to Counsel learned in the law. With 
your permission, therefore, I propose now to read that detailed Case, toge- 
ther with the opinions thereon, which we have obtained from our legaPad- 
visers. I solicit your particular attention to that opinion, because ground- 
ed as it necessarily is, on points So novel in India, and environed with so 
many technical obstacles, owing to the peculiar situation of the Church of 
Calcutta, my brother and mysclf have considered it sufficiently strong in our 
favour to warrant our trying the question, and we have not, therefore, scru- 
pled to incur the charges of retaining Counsel. 


(Mr. Piowden here went through the whole of the Case at length; but as 
this has been fully detailed in the Caleutia Journal, of the undermentioned date, * 
we need not here repeat it.) 


This Case continued Mr. Plowden, was submitted to the opinion of 
Counsel, with the following request. 


Messrs. Fergusson & Compton, are requested to peruse the subjoined . 


docaments, with these introductory remarks, and to advise Messrs. Plowden 
on the behalf of the Inhabitants of Calcutta :— 

Whether they haveany an#@ what remedy, at Laworin Equity, to compel 
the Ministers and persons who now act as Charch Wardens and Sides- 
men. to restore Messrs. Plowdens to the exercise of their offices, to 
which they were daly elected and in which they acted in concert with 
the Ministers and Church Wardens? 

And if, from the circumstance of Calcutta not being a regular parish, or 
from any other legal difficulty, the remedies that could be obtained in Eng- 
land are not applicable here—then, 

Whether the parties, now forcibly in possession of the Church Funds, 
can be called to an account by the Supreme Court, in respect of their Ad- 
ministration of the Charities lett by will and otherwise :— 

And generally to advise Messrs. Plowdens, in behalf of the Inhabitants 
of Calcutta, what means should be adopted to enforce the Regulations ef 
1787, or to obtain the benefit of them in some other form or mode. 








* 14th of May, Page 481 of the 3rd Vol, 





The opinion of the learned Counsel in this case was then read; and 
is as follows :— 


“* As St. John’s Church, from the circumstances stated in the foreco- 
ing Case, can scarcely be esteemed a Parish Church, so as to be subject 
to the laws which regulate the appointment of Parish Officers in England, 
we are not enabled to promise success, if an application should be made 
to the Supreme Court for a Writ of Mandamus, which is the usual remedy 
in England for the removal of public officers.—But if Messrs Plowden are 
disposed to make the application, on an affidavit of the facts being made, 
the opinion of the Court may be obtained, or at any rate, it will be ascer- 
tained, whetber thcre be any remedy at law in this country.—The conduct 
of the parties who have prevented Messrs. Plowden from acting as Sides- 
men ip pursuance of their election will not, we apprehend, be sanctioned 
by the Court, if they have any jurisdiction over the question. 


In respect of the funds intrusted to the management of the Vestry ; 
if the money has been paid to them under any decree of the Court, we 
conceive, that the Court would, upon motion supported by sufficient ground, 
require them to account for the application of the funds, and the Court might, 
in the course of such proceeding, possibly take cognizance of the right of 
the parties to the oflicial character under which the funds are distributed 


by them.” R. CUTLER FERGUSSON. 
Calcutta, 26th May, 1819. HERBERT COMPTON. 


You see, Gentlemen, continued Mr. Plowden, our Counsel do not 
promise ws a victory, nor were we so unreasonable as to expect that 
they should. If there were no doubts of our success, it would be al- 
most unnecessary for for us to go to law at all; for the faction who 
have ejected us as intruders would never havedared to persist in their 
scandalous violence, and in that silence and secrecy so unbecoming 
inglish Gentlemen of a Protestant Church, if they had not known that 
these legal difficulties were in our way, and if they had not hoped that 
we should shrink from the trouble and expence oftrying the question at, law 
orinequity. They counted, however, more securely upon another obstacle. 
They thought we should meet with no support from our constituents and fel- 
low citizens (hear, hear,); they derided the notion, that English Gentle 
men could preserve English principles or English spirit uuder an Indian 
sun, (hear, hear,) ; they hoped to verify the assertions of servile and vulgar 
minds, that an Anglo-Indian community could testify nothing but apathy and 
selfish indifference on public questions. But, Gentlemen, the present most 
respectable and numerous Meeting is a striking proof how little those ca- 
lamniators knew of the true tone and spirit of this sosiety (hear, hear, hear,); 
and the event we trust will shew them and all our countrymen, both in india 
and in Britain, that Englishmen do not lose the feelings and courage of 
their mother country and original stock by transplantation, like the animals 
and vegetables of our northern climates, which languish and degenerate by 
exposure to the consuming warmth of a tropical sun (/ear, hear, hear, 
and long continued applause, ) 


Mr. WYNCH next offered himself to the Assembly, and addressed them 
nearly as follows: 


Gentlemen—Among the wise and celebrated laws enacted by the Athe- 
nian Legislator of antiquity, and which have justly established his title to 
immortality, was one eminently conducive to the advancement of the public 
weal, and admirably calculated to foster a spirit of patriotism: the law I 
allude to, was that which obliged the mind of every citizen of Athens to take 
part in public concerns: it declared those, who in public dissensions and 
differences espoused neither party, but continued to act with a blameable 
neutrality, enemies to the state, and as such, condemned their persons to 
imprisonment, and their estates to confiscation. Were a similar enactment 
extant in our community, I apprehend that the enforcement of the penalties 
it denounced against neutrality, would not be found necessary on the 
present occasion. I found my opinion in this respect, on the very keen and 
lively interest which the question we have met this day to discuss, appcars 
to have excited in our Settlement, and on the interesting discussions on both 
sides of the question with which our Journals bave teewed for many months 
past; it has already had every advantage derivable {rom publicity by the 
press; it remains then only to afford it the further advantage of publicity 
of discussion. 


I pretend not to any ability to throw new or additional light 
on the subject; if it be asked then, why I stand forward to arrest the at- 
tention of this Assembly? I answer, that in so doing, I merely exercise a 
right possessed by fhe in common with every one whom I now address, and 
who conceives that he is entitled to vote on the question atissue. For my- 
self, 1 am of opinion, that the Sidesmen (at whose instance we have been 
convoked) and through them the Public, have, by the measures adopted by 
those calling themselves the Select Vestry, sustained a wrong; in other 
words, to use the language of the day, I am of the popular party: and long, 
long, with Englishmen, may that party be found most popular, which has 
for its aim, the redemption of the franchise of the many, fromthe usurpa- 
tion of the few. (Hear, hear.) The adverse party has had and still bas its 
advocates. Let them come forward and try their strength, and we'll try 
. our’s. (Hear, hear.) 


It nvust be gratifying to every one, without reference to the side he 
may espouse, to behold so numerons and respectable an assembly as the 
present, more especially after the insidious attempts made to invest the 
Meeting with a comiplexion different from what really belonged to it, and to 





atiribute to it, objects foreign to those which it professed to have in view; 
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fortunately however, those attempts proved abortive, Shafts so puny and 
mis-directed, have fallen far, far short of the mark at which they were 
thrown: and eyen had they been sent home, must have been repelled 
by the gis which Calcutta can raise in its defence, on which are embla- 
zoned, and in characters too legible to be mistaken: loyalty, patriotism, 
liberality, and charity. (Hear, hear.) This is not my bare assertion, nor is 
it boast, nor is it flattery. Leng before I quitted the shores of England, 
I had read the loyal and gratulatory effusions of the British inhabitants 
of Calcutta, on the occasion of the miraculous escape of our aged and be- 
loved Sovereign from the hand of the assassin. I had read the patriotic speech- 
es, and seen, what was much better, computed in figures the amount of the 
patriotic, pecuniary, and eagerly tendered offerings of the inhabitants of 
our city, in aid of the arduous, at that time doubtfal, since successful 
struggle, maintained by England against the overspreading dominion of 
revolutionary France, headed by imperial talent. (Hear, hear.) Within my own 
experience and knowledge, this Hall has been most numerously and respect- 
ably filled, whether the object has been to promote under proper guidance, 
the diffusion of Christian knowledge; to disseminate the advantages of 
education; to provide an asylum for the diseased, most sorely visited by 
the hand of God ; to extend the arm of relief to the widows and orphans of 
the brave who had perished ; or to alleviate the distresses of the wounded 
in defence of their country’s glory. J last year beheld this Hall crowded 
to excess, when the object was to entwine our bumbie, but sincerely offered 
wreath, around the distinguished brows of living merit. This year, and 
but lately, I beheld it, if not numerously, at least respectably attended, 
when the purpose was to do honor to the ashes of the illustrious dead: and 
I this day see it most numerously and most respectably filled, when our 
objectis to discuss a question, which, viewed in its narrowest and merely 
local light, cannot fail to be interesting to us, as inbabitants of this city; 
more so, to us as Englishmen, since it rests on principles analogous to those, 
the preservation of which has eminently contributed to raise our native 
country, to that proud pinnacle of pre-eminence she possesses in Arts 
and in Arms; which have contributed to the power and stability of the 
British empire, to the prolonged duration of our invaluable laws and _giori- 
ous constitution ;—principles alike to be revered by every Briton, whether 
he fiads himself in the arctic regions or the torrid zone. (loud applause.) 


Gentlemen—In my opinion, the differences in point between the ejected 
Sidesmen and the Select Vestry ought to be discussed exclusively on their 
merits, and without any reference or allusion to the correspondence, which 
bas been entered into on this subject with the officers of Government. EI do 
not however expect that all here will agree with me in this opinion, but 
all I am sure must agree with me in thinking, that the differences in ques- 
tion will be best discussed, without any mention of the individuals, or any 
stress on individual respectability of character, however great, in opposi- 
tion to recognised and established general principles. (Hear, hear.) 


Gentlemen—The first point at issue is ‘“‘ Whether -the gentlemen who 
now officiate as Vestrymen and Sidesmen of St. John’s Church, were jus- 
tified in expelling from the office of Sidesmen, two Gentlemen, elected by a 
miajority of Inhabitants, who attended the last Easter Meeting?” In order 
to determine this, it appears to me we must refer to the only Constitution 
which St. John’s Church appears to possess, viz. * the Regulation enact- 
ed in Select Vestry in June 1787, publicly promulgated in July of the same 
year.’ In my mind, comparing smail things with great, ‘thisis to us what 
Magna Charta is to England—save thatI imagine less difficulty was found 
by our predecessors, in the benign Governor General who presided in that 
Vestry becoming a party to our Charter, than our ancestors the barons 
experienced in obtaining their’s at Runnymede, from the weak and tyran- 
nical John. This Regulation of 1787 has never been superseded: its pro- 
visions have never been rescinded or repealed by any act equally formal or 
promulgated with the same publicity as itself. I¢stands therefore statu quo, 
and with reference to it, and toit alone, I think the differences in point should 
be determined. If allowed to be of any validity and authority inthe year 
1787, the same validity, and authority should not, and cannot, be denied it 
in the years 1818 or 1819. (Hear, hear.) 


Unfortunately, we have been less vigilant of the rights recognized in 
our Charter, and less jealous of encroachment on those rights, than our fore- 
fathers ia respect to theirs. Anfringements, however, on the Great. Charter 
of England did take place even in the earlier periods of our English Histo~ 
yy ; partly owing to the supineness of the descendants of those to whom it 
was originally granted; partly in consequence of the grasp at power by the 
sovereigns who succeeded the grantor. The most hardy and notable infringer 
of Magna Charta was our Henry {1]. ‘Onone oceasign in bis reign, a stand 
was made against encroachment; the occasion was this ‘—it is rather in 
point I think.—Disputes had long existed between the Civiland Eeclesias- 
tical Courts, more especially with regard to the legitimacy or illegitimacy, not 
of power, but of children. ‘On this point the municipal and canon laws 
were at variance. When any dispute of inberitance arose, it had been usual 
for the civil courts to issue writs to the spiritual, to enquire into the legitima- 
cy of the person. The Bishop always seturned an answer agreeable to the 
canon law, though contrary to the municipal. For this reason, the civil courts 
changed the terms of their writs, and instead of requiring the spiritual courts 
to make enquiries concerning the legitimacy of the person, dod to report on 
the law as well as the fact, they only propounded thenceforward the simple 
question of fact‘ Whether he were born beforeor after wedlock”. The pre- 
jates complained of this practice to the parliament assembled at Merton in 
athe twentieth year of the beforementioned King’s reign, and desired that the 
municipal law might be rendered conformable to the canon. What was the 
snemorable reply they received from the nobles of our land ? Nolumus leges 


£ 


Now, Gentlemen, mutatis mutandis, supposing ourselves nobles, barons, 
&o. which I regret exceedingly those on our side (including myself) are not; 
and supposing the ministers and chaplains of St. John’s Church, prelates, 
that is bishops and arch-bishops, which I am sure they are most heartil 
sorry they are not; I propose we adopt that reply; and answer, “ We will no 


change the laws of the Calcutta Vestry established in 1787” (hear, hear, 
and loud laughing.) 


Gentlemen—I have heard it asserted by some of the adverse party, that 
our Regulation of 1787 is a mere set of rules framed for present observance: 
(if the word former were substituted for present it would be more like the 
fact) and that it has not the binding formalities of law. What they mean 
by the binding formalities of law, I confess I do not exactly understand; 
unless it be meant possibly, that our Charter is unemblazoned with the im- 
pression of a large seal, that it is destitute of a certain quantum of red wax, 
and has not the usual appendage of a bit of tangling green ferret, and that 
such-like formalities are absolutely essential to the effectiveness of a Regd- 
lation, wise in its several provisions, and altogether admirably adapted te 
the particular circumstances of the community, for whose guidance and 
benefit it may have been framed. €four Charteris wanting in such-like 
formalities, let it remain so; but it happens to possess essentials much better 
suited to our purpose ; it contains ample provision for the right of the In- 
habitants of Calcatia to elect their Churchwardens and two Sidesmen; it 
contains ample provision for the due responsibility of those to whom the 
custody and judicious distribution of extensive Public Charitable Funds is 
entrusted, in virtue of the offices they hold under that Charter. (hear, hear.) 


T have heard it advanced too, by some in favour of the adverse party, 
that our Regulation will not be upbeld in a Court of Justice, that it is‘a 
mere Bye Law, and thet the Select Vestry were obliged to eject the Sides- 
men in order to retain possession of their own seats. (Laughing.) Gentle- 
men—I really feel it necessary to apologize to you for reciting even such an 
absurd assertion as ‘the last. ‘Whether our Regulation wall be upheld by 
a Court of Justice in a strictly iegal sense, remains to be tried. Perbaps it 
may, perhaps otherwise; as to its being a Bye Law, Bye Laws are just as 
much in force as Acts of Parliament among those for whom they are cnact- 
ed, until superseded by other Bye ‘Laws, -or repealed by authority as com- 
petent as that which framed the original enactment. The last assertion is 
so ludicrous, that I bardly-know what to say by way of reply. The adverse 
party gain an entrance iuto office by our Bye Law as they call it, it is their 
passport into power—and when firmly seated therein, they use that power, 
or rather abuse it, by-ejecting their colleagues in office by the same authori- 
ty, and coolly tell-us “ — Regulation is a mere Bye Law; we are in pos- 
session; you never Will get redress in.a Court of Justice.” Ob monstrous! 
Really, Gentlemen, it appears to me as if 1 were to insinuate myself by. a 
letter of introduction into the house of one of the Select Vestry, and after 
baving domiciled ‘myself therein pretty ‘firmly, were to take the first cood 
opportunity of Yorcibly-ejecting the rightful possessor of the tenement, to 
shut the door of the'‘habitation upon him, and coolly looking out from the 
window say “ My friend you do appear rather an injured man; indeed if you 
ask my sincere opinion I think you are: but I was obliged to turn you out 
in order to'retain possession, you see 1am in possession: 1 am afraid you 
can’t obtain redress!” (hear, Asar, and continued laughing. ) 


Again, I have heard it said by those of the adverse side to our’s, Cal- 
cutta is not a Parish, we are not Parishioners, and the Churchwardens and 
SMeemen are not so in the strict sense of the terms—Granted—But if Cal- 
cutta is not a parish, it is a plate; if weare not parishioners, still we are 
inhabitants, and if the Churchwarden and Sidesmen are not so in the literal 
sense of the terms, they are so, as far as the oftices will apply to our anoma- 
lous and particular circumstances. These difliculties were candidly recited 
in the preamble of our Regulation of 1787; accordingly we find rules were 
selected from Burn’s Justice, adapted to the situation of things, and Rule 1 
provided for the Inbabitants (not Parishioners) attending Meetings publicly 
called, for the purpose of choosing Churchwardens. Rule 17 directs that 
Sidesmen are to be elected or chosen to assist the Churchwardens, Ruled, 
that the Churchwardens are to centinue in office only until new Chur¢h- 
wardens shall be chosen. The Regulation throughout is excellent, the only 
fault is, it has not been observed. The Inhabitants have occasionally neg- 
lected to avail themselves of the right of election it recognizes, and hence 
arose the abuse of old Vestries continuing in office long after the period for 
which they had been chosen, or the circumstance, if such a solecism,in 
language is admissible or absurdity in pragtice conceivable, of old Vestrics 
re-electing themselves as new :— 


_ 





“ resoly’d on Scripture grounds to go, 
“ Put off the old man to put on the new.” 


Bat even then, old Vestries were re-elected because there were no other 
Inhabitants present: and even theu I presome the individuals must have 
re-elected each other: on the same principle that two persons proceed, 
wishing to make themselves known to a third equally a stranger to botli of 
them. “ Tf you'll introduce me, I'll introduce you,” (Zatgihing and hear, hear.) 
for how aman can create himself de novoin any capacity, either nataral 
or artificial, appears tome utterly and wholly incomprehensible. It seems 
to me as credible and as easily conccivable as that one dead, should grant 
unto himself a new lease of life, thereby uniting in one and the same person 
and at one and the same moment the cefunct Grantor and the living Gran- 
tee, Oh! it out-Herod’s Herod, it beats Frdnkenstein or the Modern 
Prometheus hollow, for the extent of his art was exhausted in creating a 





Anglia muare,. “* We willuot change the lawa of England,” (Acar, hear.) 


similar, (Leud and continued laughing.) 
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At length, however, a voice was heard crying “ Sleep no mere !” and as 
the voice was tolerably loud, we rubbed our eyes at first, and have opened 
them at last. (hear, hear.) With the former unsuccessful attempts to sub- 
vert a system founded on such evident abuse, or existiag on such manifest 
absurdity, Gentlemen, you are already acquainted ; likewise with the success 
which attended the proceeding of last Faster Monday. 


To the free exercise of an undoubted right, never formally relinquished 
far less abrogated, what do the adverse party oppose? Custom (or in the 
Hindoostannee language, Dustoor) but custoni happens, fortanately for us, 
unfortunately for them, to be of two sorts, reasonable and unreasonable. 
legal and illegal. That neither of the customs I have alluded to, are, 
reasonable, is chear. That they are net legal, is also true, 


What says the law? When a castomis proved (mark, Gentlemen, prov- 
ed) to exist, the nextinquiry is, into the legality of it, for if it is not a good 
custom, it ought not to be used “ Malus usus abolendus est’ is an established 
maxim of law. Now the adverse party may ask, with Shylock ** Is that the 
law?” (Hear, hear, and laughing.) Yes it is, and moreover, custom to be 
of any force or avail, must have been uninterrupted, and * used so long that 
the memory of man ranneth not to the contrary.” Bot the memory of my 
right hand friend (Mr. McClintock) ran directly to the contrary. When spe- 
cially appealed to, as one of long experience in local Vestry matters, 
and on further reference to records, they ran directly contrary to th: 
continuity or non-interruption of these customs, and estabiished the ac 
curacy of my friend’s memory, So that we sce the customs have 
aleg to stand on; they are null and void, for they are not consona 
to reason: ergo, bad, radically bad, and supposing them for argumen:’s 
sake, the very best customs in their way, which they are not; but deci 
dedly the very worst imaginable, they have neither usage mor continuity 
to uphold them for an instant. (Hear, hear, hear.) 

Gentlemen—I maintain that the Charter or Regalation of 1787 never 
having been superseded or rescinded, or repealed, is still valid for ali the 
purposes it contemplated, that the election of the (now ejected) Sidesme. 
on Easter Monday having been in conformity with the provisions of that 
Regulation never superseded, rescinded or repealed, was and is, a due elec- 
tion ; that the ejectment of the (then elected) Sidesmen by those denomi- 
nating themselves the Select Vestry, was and is, wrongful and unauthorized. 
{ Hear, heer.) 

As to the ejectment, I know of no paraliel to it, in the annals of our 
History. I beg pardon, one has occurred tomy memory, and as the ad- 
verse party may be flattered by the assimilation rather than otherwise, | 
will on tbat account, instance the parallel which has struck me. It is the 
abrupt and meniorable dissolution of the famous Parliament by the Usur- 
per Oliver Cromwell.—Enraged at the obstinacy of that Parliament, Crom- 
well determined to dissolve them, for which purpose he hastened to the 
houso, with three huadred soldiers, whom he stationed in the lobby and else- 
where. Having first addressed his friend St. John, he told him he had come 
to do what grieved him sorely, and what he had besought the Lord not to 
impose on him; but, he added, I must for the glory of God and the good o! 
the nation. He then took his seat in the house, heard the debates, and ap- 
parently took part in the deliberations. Suddenly, however, starting up as 
if under the influence of inspiration, and stamping with his foot, a signal for 
kis soldiers to enter. ‘ For shame,’ said he to the members, ‘ get you gone, 
and give place to Bonest men, to those who will more faithfully discharge 
their trust. You are no longer a Parliament, I tell you, you are no longer 
a Parliament. The Lord hath, done with you: The Lord hath chosen 
other instruments for his work.’ 


Cousidering who two of the ejectors were in the case under discussion, 
and the “ Locai” from whence the ejected were thrust, it is to be hoped 
the dispossession was not so forcible as to amount to a breach of the peace: 
This indeed must be loeked upon as pretty certain; else the first indi- 
cation of the ejectment might have been in the Sepreme Court, in its crimi- 
nal jurisdiction ; I know not what the Sapreme Cowt may decide in its 
civil jurisdiction, if the question of this ejectment or removai be brought be- 
fore it: or what the Authorities in England may say to it; but 1 guess 
(to ase an American phrase) an’ such a circumstance had occurred 
under the “ancien regime” in France, in the days when Burke’s 
“ cheap defence of nations, and unbought grace of life” were in 
vogue in that polished nation, a French court of politeness would at least have 
held such treatment “ contrary to bienseance.”—But 1 think, to the Select 
Vestry, we may with justice say, Gh Tempora! Oh Mores! The last, Gentle 
men, you may translate manners orcustoms, as you like best (hear, hear, and 
laughing.) 

Geniiemen,—Take the question if you please on the score of expediency. 
Is what was expedient in the year 1787, unexpedient in the year 1819? Li 
60, why and wherefore? 

if the Regulation of 1787, be a nullity, a dead letter, mere waste paper, 
where, in the name of Heaven, is the authority by which the Select Vestry 
exist and continge to act in defiance of the public voice? (hear, hear!) Let 
them produce it. 1 know of none. What are the ostensible means of their ex- 
isterice asa Sclect Vesity? Did they drop from the skies, cut and dried as 
such? er were they born so? not puny infant Gemini, but full grown, 
stout, hearty Lriumviri? (Acar, Aear, and loud and continued laughing.) 

Gentlemen, I have trespassed se long on your time, (hear, hear.) that I 
mast be brief on the second qnestion at issue, which is the right asserted by 
tue Public to ‘scrutinize the accounts of the Select Vestry—ihe denial of 
taat right by the Seleet Vestry to ihe Public, Watever light the Regula- 


not 





tion of 1787 may be regarded in, whether as a trust deed simply, or what 
not, the right of the Public to louk into the accounts of the Trustees of their 
cash is incentrovertible. Here again our Regulation of 1787 (or their Bye 
Law) contains wise and salutary provisions. Rule 13 directs, that an anou- 
al statement ef accounts is to be furnished in the Gazette for the purpose of 
public inspection, in other words public satisfaction. How comes it that 
for a protracted period, the ebservance of this salutary rule has been discoa- 
tinued? Let the adverse party explainwhy and wherefore? Yet, what 
would be said, if the Registrar of the Supreme Court took it into his head, 
for seme reason or other, with the validity of which he might be satisfied, to 
discontinue the publication in the Gazette, of schedules of property and 
funds in bis hands, receipts and disbursements, and accounts of adminis- 
trations to intestate estates? and yet he is an officer immediately of the 
Sapreme Court, liable to the control and vigilance of that Court, composed 
of members, eminent for their legal erudition, of unquestionable integrity, 
vigilant from the natare of their offices, as guardians of the public rights, 
and inclined both by habit and by profession to acute investigation? Yet 
this, even this is not sufficient to satisfy the Public ; therefere do we sce 
Annual Statements of Accounts and Funds ia his hands, published by the 
Registrar. 

What should we say, Gentlemen, as individuals, of our Agents, if, instead 
of separately handing to us our accounts current on the 3lst of April of 
each year, or as soon after as possible, they were instead, in the month of 
September, the latter end of it, to inform as by a priuted Circular, that they 
vad nailed up our accounts, together with others, on their outer or inner 
doors, and that we might come and look at them if we pleased. (Hear, hear 
and loud laughing.) 


Gentlemen—It is really idle for me to take up your time in descanting 
on the absolute necessity of checks and controls over men in office, more 
eepecially over Trustees of large Public Funds, and those Funds charitable. 
Fhose who tell us, * Mr. so, and so is a very good and respectable man, and 
where can the money be better thaninhis hands, if half so well,” would do right- 
ly, beforethey oppose respectability of individual character to the general fal- 
libility of human nature, I say, they would act more wisely if they studied 
themselves frst, and mankind next. They would then see, that the desire 
of power is unceasing in the human breast; and that power in all hands is 
liable to abuse. They would then see sufficient in the nature of humanity 
itself, the strongest and most cogent reasons for the establishment and strict 
observance of checks over all in office, whether arrayed in a little brief au- 

hority, or invested with the insignia and fasces of the highest official situ- 

ation. In ascribing motives, or in drawing inferences, if we wish to ascribe 
motives, with correctness, or to infer etherwise thaa fallacious!y, we must 
do both the one and the other argumentatively and presumptively from 
public and acknowledged tacts. We cannot distinguish between this, that, 
and the other set of men. Man must be judged of, by what man has been, 
not what be may be. (Hear, hear.) 

Gentlemen,—Another Article of our Regulation of 1787, (t6 I believe) 
directs that the New Churchwardens are to bring their actions at Common 
Law against the Old Churchwardens, for wasting the goods of the Church. 
Now, this salutary provision has been virtually rendered magatory, when- 
ever either of the customs I have before alladed to, obtained. Ineredibie 
and absurd as the thing seems, we have been told of a Churchwarden 
re-electing himselt ; but J never yet heard of a self re-elected Charchwaiiden 
instituting a suit against himself for the recovery of a balance not im- 
mediately forthcoming. I do not mean to say, that balances have ever 
been found not furthcoming; in trath I, like many others, know nothing 
whatever of the accounts of the Vestry, excepting that they have not 
been given to the Public, after the form and manner of the statute provid- 
ed, id est published in the Gazette annually ; and I have not found tme, 
since they have been nailed up in the portico, to go and look at them ; 
all that L assert therefore is, that 1 have not heard of the inatitution of 
suits by Churchwardens against themselves. Indeed, considering bow 
very anomalous the institution, how embarrassing the trial and procedure, 
how perplexing the pleadings, and how delicate and even distressing 
the decision would prove, perhaps it is as well to be avoided if possible. 
The best trial of such curious cases would be a court of conscience, 
where the plaintiff might occasionally be non-suited, or the defendant 
for variety’s sake sometimes suffer judgment to go by default. (Laughing ) 

Gentlemen, the Sidesmen have in my opinion, in addition to their 
ejectment, suffered a further grievance in being denied access to the records 
of their own office ; but this indeed, might have been expected, as a sequel 
to the first wrong: Csumwell, says the Historian (from where f left off last) 
having previously commanded the soldiers to clear the House “ ordered the 
door to be locked, and putting the key into his pocket, retired to his lodgings 
in Whitehall.” Gentlemen, you may make the application of tke case. 

The Sidesmen then, who have been ejected from their seats, to which 
they were duly clected, | think entitled to the support of the Inhabitants of 
the City of Calcutta in the endeavours they may make (under the opinion ef 
Counsel or in pursuance @f such resolutions as the Assembly may come to, 
before it dissolves) to obtain restitution of those seats, and to compel a re- 
gular publication and disclosure of accounts. (Long continued applause.) 

This speech of Mr. Wynch wes delivered with a degree of animation 
and humour, of which no writtep account can convey an adequate notiou, 
and was frequently interrupted by the peals of applause and of laughter 
oceasboned by its witty and felicitous application of grave historical facts 
to the proceedings of the majority jg the Select Vestry, The Speakcr sat 
down amid Joud acclamauions, 
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Mr. McCLINTOCK rose, be said without any preparation, bat in con- 
sequence of some allusions, by the Messrs. Plowdens and Mr. Wynch, to 
transactions in which be was much eoncerned. He thought it might be 
necessary to inform the Meeting, that he did not speak as a Vestryman, for 
he bad not acted as such for upwards of five years past, and therefore the 
seat which he at present occupied im the Vestry pew of the Cathedral was 
not held by him as one of that body, but was given to him, on his return 
from Englarid in 1848, for past services, until they could give him a suitable 
seat clsewhere, when a vaeancy takes place. But perhaps the Opposition 
will say, it was a bribe to induce him mot to tell of all the good pickings 
evjoyed by the Select Vestry. Nor did he know until yesterday, when 
he saw it imthe publication called “ Vestriana,” that he bad been named 
to the office of a Sidesman, further than that he had been asked on Easter 
Monday last, if he would act, but which be then declined. 


Mr. McClintock warmly censured the conduct of the Editor of the 
Calcutta Journal.for publishing in his Paper of that morning, several ob- 
servations which he contended, were not grounded on facts, and there- 
by tending to poison or warp to bad purposes the general feeling of 
the public mind, bat which he had no doubt he coald with the assistance of 
the Vestry gentlemen, explain satisfactorily to all who really wished to 
Jearn the true state of the Vestry concerns. He said it was asserted, that 
the Vestry proceedings and accounts had been with-hei’. but he defied any 
man to say. that they actually had been so, for every information was offer- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Corrie, the Rev. Mr. Parson and others, to all who ex- 
pressed a wish to gain a knowledge of the different funds, under the ma- 
pagewent of the Select Vestry. And as to the Vestry accounts, which were 
insinuated to have been newly made out, it did not follow that they were 
newly manyfactured because they were on new paper, for to his -know 
ledge the Rank Books which contain all the debits and credits, from the 
commencement of the Charitable Fund, are still in use. The first book 
was by the Hindostan Bank, and the account being afterwards removed 
into the Government or Bank of Bengal, the same Cash Account is still 
in use, and may be seen by any person, therefure the general debits and 
credits could in no way be falsified. 


Mr. McClintock begg’d to take that opportunity ofavowing, that he was 
‘She person who first recommended that the publication of the Annual 
Statement of Accounts, in the Government Gazeite, should be discontinued 
because the printing cost what would pension several poor people, and in 
lieu of which, the Annual Statement was hung up at the Western entrance 
of the Church, for one month after Christmas in every year, and was after- 
wards hang up in the Vestry Room for the remainder of the year. This he 
believed was well known to all who frequented the Cathedral, and particu- 
larly to those who usually entered at the Western Portico. 


Mr. McClintock said he never heard of any attack having been made, 
in print or otherwise, against the Messrs. Plowdens, (as stated by Mr. C. 
Plowden,) iv regard to abuse of their characters, or otherwise injurious to 
ahem, for he believed no men stood higher in general estimation, but he 
contended that every abuse possible had been attempted to be thrown on 
the Gentlemen denominated the Select Vestry, and the most unjust and 
corrupt motives were assigned to all their proceedings, which was decided!y 
contrary to the truth. 


Mr. McClintock spoke of some Legacies which had been left to the 
Charitable Fund, (General Martin’s, Mr. Barretio’s, Mr. Weston’s, &e.) as 
alluded to, in a late publication, the Enterest of which only is at the dispo- 
sal of the Vestry, but observed that no Legacy bad ever been left by Colonel 
Kirkpatrick, although there was a monument erected to him in the Cathe- 
dral, for that monument was permitied to be erected there by the Vestry, 
at the particalar request of the Coloncl’s friends, for the established fee of 
Sa. Rs. $00, but which sam never was paid, owing to the death of Major 
Sheppey Greene then one of the Church Wardens, 


Mr. McClintock concluded, by again assuring the publie, that the 
annual statement of accounts had not been with-held, except in regard to 
printing, for the reason staied, for every information was offered to all who 
felt inclined to ask it. Buthe had no doubt. in consequence of the interest 
lately excited in parish busiuess, that the Select Vestry will at the usual 
period of Christmas, be most happy to meet the wishes ef the concerned, 
by publishing their accounts as formerly, and he had no doubs but all 
would be fully satisfied of their correctness, and of the purity of the Select 
Vestry. 


(Thus far Mr. McClintook’s written account extends and with the omis- 
sion of some barsh and unwarrantable epithets, as applied to ourselves, 
jt is we believe in substance correct. Our recollection is sufiiciently 
fresh to retain those expressions, and in the report, which we had written, 
before Mr. McClintock’s reached the Office, we find the following para- 
graphs following the introductory remarks of the Speaker, for the accu- 
racy of which we pledge ourselves, They are as follows i—) 

Mr. McClintock here suddenly changed the sabject of his discourse, 
and begged te bring to the.notice of the Mecting, what he conceived to bc 
a shameful and scandalous publication in the Caleutia Journal of this morn- 
ing (Wednesday) as tending to give an undue bias to the public mind, and 
exclaimed “ I hope Mr. Buckingham, the Editor of that Journal, is bere 
to answer me.” (Great impatience was here manifested, and loud cries of 
Question, accompanied with marks of general dissatisfaction.) 

Mr. McClintock appearing to have ended what he inteaded saying, and 
tolook round for a reply, ¥ 





Mr. BUCKINGHAM prescnted himeelf to the Meeting, and address- 
ing the Chairman, apologized for thus interrupting the progress of the 
business under discussion; but trusted to the indulgence of all who 
heard bim for bis justifivation, in not remaining silent, when called on by 
name.to answer to:the accusations whieh thegentleman opposite ( ir. McClin- 
tock) had thought proper to make against him. He conceived the mention 
of the Caleutta Journal, or of its Editor, to be perfectly irrelavent at that pe- 
caliar moment, and in no degree connecied with what Mr. McClintock had 
been descanting on, namely, the story of Dr, Ward, Major Greene, and Col. 
Kirkpatrick, and the tablet that was put op in the Church, all of which it 
was difficult to see the bearing of, on the question at issue and actually befure 
the Meeting. Mr, McClintock having chosen to vary hia topics, should, how- 
ever, on the point which concerned the last (the asperssion of the Journal) 
be briefly answered. 


He had called the publication of that morning “ shameful” and “ scanda-« 
lous.” If these terms applied tothe facts which it brought to light, he had 
no hesitation ip saying, with this gentleman, that they were indeed fully and 
deservedly entitled to those epithets (loud applause) ; if the expressions were 
meant to apply to the publication itself, as being unfounded in truth, he 
(Mr. Buckingham) detied Mr. McCtintock and all mankind to prove, that 
there was a single fact there stated, whether regarding the progressive di- 
minution of the funds, as a consequence of ill-judged parsimony and ‘a 
general want of confidence, or the water mark of the paper on the state- 
ment brought to the Office of the Journal, nailed on a board, provided with 
a string, and professed to be the account that had been lying in the Vestiy 
Room for public inspection, which bad been obtained officially, and through 
the medium of the Vestry Clerk himself, little saspecting probably how 
forcibly those facts would strike the public mind. “ If’ said Mr. Buck- 
inghaw, '‘‘ dhese are asserted to be false, I am prepared to prove them true, 
and J again bere defy Mr. McClintock, in the face of this assembly, to 
prove ‘them otherwise.” (Loud cheering frum all sides.) 


Mr. McClintock replied, ke bad no doubt he could prove them to be 
so, if he had time, but it was not in his power at that particular moment, 
(A voice here exclaimed, No man should denounce another in public without the 
proofs of guilt being in his hands, and ready to be immediately produced.) (Cries 
of certainly, certainly, and great applause.) 


Mr. ROBERT CAMPBELL then stepped forward with the Journal 
in his hand, and begged to be permitted to point-out several portivns of the 
publication of that day, which had given him great offence. (¢ ries of Ques- 
tion. Question.—You are offended, because you are one of the pariies crisainated, 
a Member of the Old Vesiry! Laughter and applause.) 


Mr. Buckingham intreated that the business of the Meeting might not 
be interrupted on his account. He conceived all this perfectly irrelavent 
to the question at issue. Hf any eitation of the facts mentioned in the 
Journal had been given, it would then have been in order to question their 
accuracy; if any quotation had been made of opinions there expressed, it 
would have been equally in order to have shewn their futility ; but neither 
of those had been done, and he begged therefore, that the business of the 
Meeting might not be impeded out of a delicate regard to his honour and 
his trath which had thas been personally impeached. He was ready to 
defend them both, by any appeal that might be preferred, but this was 
neither the time nor place for suck a contest; and when he again assured 
the Assembly, that the facts he had stated were undeniable, that the opinions 
to which they had led, were honest and sincere, he knew that there were 
many who woald give him credit for a condact so consonant to that which 
had hitherto at least marked his public labours. In again defying his 
accusers to invalidate a single fact, for which he had pledged himself, or to 
fix on his writings, the stigma of shameful and scandalous, he feit firm ig 
the consciousness of his own integrity, and meeded no other aid. (Leud 
and continued cheers.)* 


Captain LOCKETT now rose and said, the talenis of his friend immedi- 
ately opposite (Mr. Wyoch) were caiculated to shed lustre upon any subject. He 
had heard of a sublime meditation upon a broomstick, but had ne idea before, 
that a subject of Parish business could be regdered both sublime and beautiful. 
He would not however, venture to follow him through the wide expanse of fancy 
and imagination, in which he had soared, but eonfine himself strictly and literally 
to matters of fact. That, he considered the fair way of considering the merits of 
the question, which was this day submitted to the consideration of the Inaabitants 
of Calcutta. 


The Messrs. Plowden it was alleged had been violently and uulawfully 
ejected from their Offices, as Sidemen of St. John’s Church, by certain of their 
Colleagues, now acting under the denomination of the Select Vestry, and having 





® A: fact has lately come to our knowledge, with regard to the liberal conduct 
of Mr, McClintock, and the interest he took in the affairs of St. Jobu’s Church, 
which we think it our duty to state, as the best return we can wake for kis asper- 
sion of our labours, as being directed to poison the public mind, by shameful and 
scandalous publications. It is this: —When Mr. McCliutock was ia England, in the 
year 1817, he sent out as a present to St. John's Church, the chandelier and shades 
that now ornament the Cathedral, to the number of nearly 400, of different descrip- 
tiens, at an expence of upwards of #¢ 1000 sterling. Such au act of liberaliy 
oveht to be generally known ; and we are surprised, that if Mr. McCiintock’s mo- 
desty had kept the secret so long, the Select Vestry stiould not have taken public 
notice of it. A Vote of Thanks was the least tribute which could have been paid 
to so distinguished an act; but Mr. McClintock enjoys, no doubt, that which allmen 
who consult theic hearts must know and feel to be of infinitely more value, the 
igreeable recollections which spring frum (he performance of virtuous and generous 
| actious.— Editor of the Calcutty Journal. . 
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in vain endeavoured to obtuin ‘redreds, by applications to the Goverament, who! 
had declined any anthoratative jnterference ‘in ‘their case, they were induced to’ 
make their appeal to the Inhabitants of Calcutta, whom they considéred as their’ 
propet Constituenis. ; 


This appeared to be the subject matter of complaint, and it certainly bore apon 
the face of it something requiring explanation. He (Captain'Lockett) was, absent 
from Caleutta, when this transaction alluded to, took piace, and had no means of | 
informing himself on the subject, but throngh the Public Papers, bat bis respect ; 
for several of the individuals concerned, made him anxious to ascertain on his re- | 
turn, the exact state of the case, and the grounds upon which, the body recogaiz 


ed as a Select Vestry, had endeavoured to jastify their proceedings. 


He-had.sead, he said with attention, all that had appeared in the Publi¢, Pa- 
pers, both far and against, the transaction alluded to. He had conversed also 
with many well informed people on the subject, He had access to the reeords in} 
the Vestry Room, aud inspected the documents relative to the Funds, and he had | 

ersoual communication with the Church Wardens themselves, in order to satisfy 
Rimself with respect to the several points at issue, and the result was that he was | 
satistied, and that he had reasom to believe every Gentlematl present would be 
satisfied also, when he was made acquainted with the true state of the case, with- 
out any colouring from party spirit, or party feeling 


Gentlemen, said Captain Lockett, I.did not come to this Meeting, as an ad- 
vocate for the conduct of the Select Vestry, nor as an oppovent to the Gentlemen 
who complain of having been unlawfully ejected from their offices.as Sidesmen. I 
came to state my sentiments upon the matters at issue, between the parties, with-— 
oat any reference to the feelings of either. Ihave the good fortune to be person- 
ally acqnainted with both, and 1 take this opportunity. to state, that. Lentertain the 
highest respect for the character of every. individual concerneds 

Gentlemen, the chief point.at issue ‘is this; have or have not, the body unger 
the denomination of the Select Vestry, the privilege of re-electing themselves, or of 
supplying vacaucies which may occur, without seferense to the Inhabitants of 
Calentta? TheSelect Vestry conceive they ave the privilege. The Messrs. 
Plowden deny it. The Select Vestry consider the Government to be their proper 
and sole authority till a law upon the subject shall exist. The Messrs. Plowden 





cutta, whom they call their constituents, and they. consider. the Regalations passed 
in June 1787 as a Jaw, binding and obligatory. 

Gentlemen—Law is defiued to be arnule of conduet prescribed by the sn- 
preme power iv a state, and it is Consequenily essentially necessary to a law, thal 
it be made by the supreme power. But the regulations referved to, by the Messrs 
Plowden, and which my friend opposite likens to Magna Charta (comparing as he 
says stall things with great) were not passed by the supreme power that is, by 
the Governor General in Council, but by the Governor General in Vestry, and 
that too in a Selec} Vestry. It does not even appear, that the regulations were 
submitted for approval, or adopted at the ensumg Easter meeting. In fact they 
have never been adopted, nor at.all aitended to, even ithe time of Lord Corn- 
wallis himself. 

I repeat, therefore, that the regulations of 1787, (the great Magna Charta of 
your Church Constitution,) contain nothing but the private rules or ordinances of 
a private Society, and that they possess no legal or bindiug power whatever. Bye 
laws they cannot be, for bye-laws are psivate- statutes bindjug upon a corporation. 
Shere is no, corporation in Calcutta. 

And yet Gentlemen, you bave been told, that Charch Wardens in Calcutta, 
derive existence as a body entirely from the public. This doctrine has been pub- 
lished also in the Calentta Journal, aad it. appears to have some advocates ; but I 
deny the doctrine in toto, and defy.any. Gentlemen present to produce gae me 
cle from* Jaw or history in supportef it.. Ghurch Wardens for conservation 0 
the goods of the Parish (I speak of Church Wardens in England) form a lay cor- 
poration, hy which it acquires privileges-and disabilities, but such aerperatinns som 
enly be made with the king's. consent, either impliedly or expressly given. Has 
any patent or Charter reached us for that purpose? No. Haye we acquired it by 
prescription? No. The people of Calcutta then, assusedly possess no such pre- 
rogative. They can neither create nor disfranchize, lah 

Besides, Church Wardens ia England ase obliged to take an oath, and it is not 
until they are sworn, that they become incorporated by law. The same rule is 
applicable to Sidesmen. Now it is notorious, that no oath has ever been adminis- 
tered in Calcutta, either to Church Wardens, or Sidesmen, although we know, 
thatthe prescribed oath is laid down in the regulations of 1897. Ttis obvious 
therefore, that the Messrs. Piowden, cannot be considered, in any iegal sense as 
Sidesmen ef the Vestry. 

(Mc. T. Plowden, here observed, thatthe Church Wardens were in the same 
predicament ] } 

It is true, replied Captain Lockett, that the Church Wardens in this respect 
are in the same predicament with the Sidesmen, bat neither do they consider, 
themseives by law as properly described under that specification,. They have 
however been recoguized by government as such, and in that “ admitted capa- 
city,” continue under government, to exercise the duties of their office. 


emen. it is expressly declared in the preamble to the regulations of 1787, 
that pry is nota eric, Gong ina parish, and consequently there are = 
legal powers to levy Church rates. init, orto compel the performance * some ° 
the functions properly belonging to the othce of Church Wardens. ‘T peeees 
therefore acting as Church Wardens in Calcutta, cannot be omitine ; by the 
Jaw as properly described under that specification, though (as the regulation Lan 
on to declare) “they must be considered te act with the fousent of the inhabi- 
tants for whose advantage and good they perform the daty. bo a 

is evident from the conclading words of the paragraph just quoted, that i 
was nye oe of the Select Vestry, that the inhabitants of Calcutta should be 
called on to vote at the Annual Meeting, and they were called on to do so a pet 
what was the consequence of the call? Why, that not one man for a peniod o 
twenty-five successive years evervattended !* 








ee 


* Our recollection does not contirm this ;—as we do not remember it until after 
Capt. Lockett hod done speskiag, when the obicetion here auticipated was urged 


_ , Captain Lockett coutinded.’ I have had reconrse fo authentic sources of 
information, aud smi prepared to substantiate the factif necessary. (Mr. McClintock 
then rose and said he could answer for the accuracy of Captain Lockeit's state- 
ments for upwards of fifteen years, duriug which he had been connected with 
Vestry affairs.) What were the Gentlemen, (continued Captain Lockett) who acted 
ia the capacity of the Select Vestry, to do-on such occasions, but re-elect themsclves 
or fill up vacancies that might oecur, by soliciting privately other Gentlemen te 
officiate? ‘This was preeisely te case with respect to Mr. Cruttendea, snd the 
other lay Gentlemen ef the Vestry. The Reverend Mr. Ward called upon him (Mr. 
Cruttenden) and solicited as a persoaal favour his becoming a Sidesman, and the 
same form was observed with respect to his Colleagues, and indeed it could only be 
from such motives, that any man would consent to take upon himself a most dis- 
agreeable office iu every point of view, Gentlemen, these-anoual convoration’ Prd. 
peat, contained not one elector, and the Select Vestry ware compelled to fill up 
vacaacies as well as they could. This defect is provided for athome, by making ve 
imperative on Parishionersto serve or pay a five. 

But, Gentlemen, admitting that a rule for the Anaual Meeting of the Enhabi 
tants should be enforced, ‘who may I ask shali have a right to vote in the Vestry? 
The Messrs. Plowden have told you, that they conceive “the privilége of voting 
belongs to the Kwropean Inhabitants of Calentta lawfully residing here, and who- 
pay for Pews and.Charch dwés, viz. Fees for marriages, Baptisms and Barials, and 
they conceive that this. privilege for voting is not at all effected, although Calcutta 
is declared not to bea Parish.” Bat this Geutiemen, is directly contrary to the 
common law-of England as ‘applicabie to Parishes;.and' as laid’ down in Burn’s 
Justice, from which the regulatious of 1787 were copied almost verbatim. It is 
there declared, that every Parishioner who paid tie Chureh rates, and ao other, 
had a right to vote, and these who paid no Church rates, hadino vote in affairs re 
lating to it. As to Church-dyes, they were in fact no dues atall, The Chaplain 
of the week attends every Sunday, after morning service to baptize all childrea 
that may be presented :—Al! Funerals carried to the Grave on men's shoulders 
are free, and no fee is ever exacted for marriages. The fees taid down for certain 
occasions- and. saspendedsin the Vestry Room are prescribed by the Government, 
and not by. the Vestry. Another proof (if proof were wanting) that the Govern- 
ment is the immediate head) of the Church, But Gentlemen, we have heard of 
the domination of the Select Vestry, asa little oligarchy, or aristocracy, and yet 
by this new rale of the rights of election, upwards af two-thirds of the respectable 
British Iuhabitants of Calcutta would be excluded from all concerns in the General 
Vestry. Is this the reform sought for, founded upon the principles of the rights 
of man, liberty and equality?’ There are 67 Pews that pay rent ia St. John's, 
and 142 pew-holders, and the average number of the congregation may be 
reckoned at 450.—At the Easter and Christian festivals there are from 1000 
to 1100, who attend at Church, and who contribute their mite to the charity 
fand. Shall the commonality as-such ‘be denied a vote? Shall all those who sit in 
the gallery, or who cannot procure particular seats below, be denied the privilege 
of voting also? Shall thé prohibition i short’ be issued against all the inha- 
bitants of Caleutta, but 142 pew holders? (Here a general cy of, the Mission 
Church and ull who contribute to the funils are included.) 


Bot I had almost forgot certain other qualifications, which will render a man 
eligible to vote at the Vestry.—1 mean marriage and death. Lither marriage or 
death, Gentlemen, will pat you in the way of regaining your framchises!—but 
femember, yqu must not‘ only die, but contrive to get buried also, for without 
this last favoar from the elerk of the Vestry, ¢ you may as well not die atall, [rt 
is certain at all events, you will have no vote till the fuseral charges are paid, 
and in this pitiable capacity of an unqualified ghost, you will have vo oppertanity 
of serving your friends at the next Easter Election. (Loud crics of —Js it-the dead 
who puy their funeral charges, ov the living ?) 

But Gentlemen you have heard that the Messrs. Plowden have been violently 
and unlawfully ejected from their offices as Sidesmen of 8t John's: a very se- 
ricus charge truly, and well deserving investigation. With regard however to the 
alleged violence, I trust I shall be able to explain it to your satisfaction, and as 
to the unlawfulness of the transaction itself, that is the very point at issue; the 
point which has led toso much unpleasant controversy, and which has induced 
both parties to persevere in a line of conduct, which they-consider justifiable on 
public principles—whatever therefore may have been insinuated against the mo- 
tives and principles of the Gentlemen concerned, F.regard as utterly contempt- 
able, and I am sure that every Gentleman present will agree with me when 
I publicly declare, that there are not iu India individuals of purer. principles, of 
sounder integrity, or of more upright and honorable feelings than the Gentlemen 
opposed to each other in this unfortunate contest. (Hear, hear, from all sides ) 


Gentlemen—I willendeavour to explain to you the origin of this affair, 
and I will do so in as few words as possible.—In consequence of some misunder- 
standing that had taken place ina preceding year, between the senior Chaplain 
(now absent,) and some of the Gentlemen of the Vestry, oma point noi at ail 
connected with the one that has given rise to the present controversy, but which 
led to a good deal of discussion, and I believe correspondence, a reference 
was made to the Vestry records, aud the regulations of the Select Vestry (termed 
the Charch constitution of 1787) were discovered, ‘This was a discovery of na 
small importance to the senior Chaplain». He found it contained a rule enjoining 
the Annual election of Church Wardens-and Sidesmen which however had sei- 
dom or never been attended to. This was immediately laid hold.of. He entered 
aprotest against the proceedings of the Select Vestry, the whole of which he 
considered illegal, in consequence of their having re-elected themselves. This 
protest he forwarded to Government, witha letter explanatory of his viewson 
the subject, and the Select Vestry in their defence submitted a, counter-state- 
ment. ‘fhe Government after due deliberation communicated their sentiments ou 
the subject iva letter addressed to the Select Vestry, dated the 8th of Janna’ y, 
1819 two paragraphs of which Captain Lockett sail, he would take the liberty 
to read, as they would tend clearly to shew ‘the sébtiments of the Supreme Go- 
vernment,on the subject. ‘The extract of the letter alluded to, was this. “ Oa 
a questiow so intimately: connected witlt Keclésidsticai Affairs, the Government 
had been naturally anxious ‘to receive'the éentiments of the Kight Reverend ‘the 
Lord Bishop, and the Governor! Genefal 1h Council, being then in possession of 


his Lordship’s reply, and of the best ‘infurmation prodarable on the subject, fruu 








by Mr. Young, of which we shall report hereafter, 


t The Clerk of the Vestry is also an Undertaker, 
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other anthentic soarces, he (the Secretary) was directed to communicate to the 
Select Vestry, the observations of His Excellency in Council, om those branches o! 
the discussion which appeared to require particular notice.” 

“ From the information and precedents which have been laid before Govern- 
ment, His Lordxhip in Council collects that the management of the concerns of 
St. John’s Chareh, such as are geverally transacted by Vestries in Eogland, des 
cended from the original proprietors of the Church, to the body, which is now 
denominated the Select Vestry.” The 9th and 10th paragraphs, Gentlemen, have 
already been read to you, and they go clearly to shew that ina case like the pre 
sent, which is acknowledged to be anomalous and embarrassed, ** the Governo: 
General in Council, cannot under present circumstances suggest a more regular 
arrangement than that the privilege of election continue as heretofore, in the 
remaining members of the body itself.” 

Now, Gentlemen, at the last Easter Meeting, when the Messrs. Plowden were 
chosen Sidesmen of the Vestry for the ensuing year, this Letter was produced, (1 
believe by the Chairman) and the 9th and 10th paragraphs pointed out, as decle- 
tory of the will of Government respecting the future elections of a Select Vestry 
The Chairman was of opinion, that the will ef Government was clearly set forth in 
the paragraphs alluded to, namely, that the privilege of election should continue in 
the remaining members of the Select Vestry, and this opinion was seconded by the 
Reverend Mr, Parsons. The sense of the Meeting however, appeared adverse to 
the construction, and the Messrs. Plowden were elected Sidesmen, Mr. Trant 
however, whe was present on this occasion, dissented from the opinion of the ma- 
jority. and entered a protest against the election, onthe grounds that an erroneous 
interpretation had been given to the passage in question. 


Three days afterwards, the Select Vestry met to transact business, and the 
discussion on the legality of the late election of the Sidesmen was again renewed. 


One of the Select Vestry present proposed to send up a copy of Mr. ‘Trant’s 
protest to Government, and await the decision. Another and a milder method 
was suggested, which was merely to submit a copy of the proceedings at the last 
Paster Meeting, and if Government started no objection to the mode of election 
there adopted, the Select Vestry would of course offer none. This proposition I 
understand was not agreed to, by the Messrs. Plowden, whe proposed,as the short- 
est method to depute one of the Gentlemen then present, to wait upon Mr. Secre- 
try Lushington, for the purpose already stated. The Reverend Mr, Corrie having 
waited on Mr. Luashington, returned, aud informed them, that he (Mr. Lushington) 
was clearly of opinion, that the intention of Government in paragraph 10, was to 
piace the election with the members of the Select Vestry for the time being. Under 
this expression ef the will of Government (which the Messrs. Plowden did not 
agree to, on the plea that it was an “extra official verbal opinior,”) the Select 
Vestry voted the proceedings of the Monday preceding, illega!, and acquainted the 
Gentiemen who had been chosen Sidesmen, on the preceding day, they were no 
longer a part of the Vestry. B 


This, Gentlemen, is a brief statement of the whole transaction and I appeal 
to you whether the epithets of violent, and unlawful, can with any propriety, be 
applied to the conduct of the Gentlemen composing the Seleet Vestry on the oc- 
casion ? Violence there appears to have been none, and where I ask you is the 
illegality? The Select Vest#& gonformed to the will of Government, as publickiy 
expressed in a letter from their Secretary. The meaning of the letter though 
questioned at first by certain Gentlemen, at the General Meeting, was afterwards 
clearly ascertained, first, verbally, by a reference to the Secretary who drafted it, 
and subsequently by another from the Government, dated the 22d of April last, in 
reply toa communication, made by the Messrs. Plowden, on the same subject. 
If the Select Vestry then considered themselves acting in an atmitted capacity, 
under the express sanction of Government, ( and it is most certain that they did so 
consider themselves.) It was not only their right, but their duty to have acted as 
they did. ‘They had been recognized by Government, through ‘a long series of 
years, asa Select Vestry. They had become Trustees as such, for several public 
charities, and the Governor General in Counefl declared publickly, that he deemed 
it expedient to allow that body (the Seleet Vestry) to remain on its present footing, 
untill the anthorities in England, should judge proper to interpose. 

Gentlemen, with this series of irrefragable facts before you, what are yon to 
tonclude? That the Messrs. Plowden were ejected from their otiices, violently 
ard unlawfully? Surely not? Will you not advert to the reference proposed by 
the Messrs. Plowden themselves, to ascertain the will of governmeni? Will you 
not acknowledge, that the result of that reference clearly tended to establish 
the point at issue between them and the Select Vestry? If youdo not Gentlemen, 
then you must consider the facts of the case as nothing, and the allegations as 
every thing, and the Gentlemen of the Select Vestry will be condemned by you on 
mere assumptions, 

But there is another point, Gentlemen, that seems not to have been adverted 
*o, in this straggle (as it has been called) for popular rights. St. John’s Church 
being now a Cathedral, is necessarily extta-parochial, and can have nothing to do 
with Churchwardens or Sidesmen. Its concerns should be managed by a spiritual 
corporation, consisting of a Dean and Chapter, to assist the Bishop in all affairs of 
religion as well as in his temporal concerns; and any popular interference under 
such cirenmstances, mast be considered as an invasion of the Bishop's rights. [ do 
not, however, pretend to say, that the Bishop is at present prepared to demand 
those rights; but snch must be the case whenever St. Jobn’s shalt be formally re- 
cognized as a Cathedral. A new Church may indeed be erected for that purpose, 
but what I mean to say is this, that as long as the Episcopal seat is held in St Jehn’s, 
poem Churchwardens nor Sidesmen can be elected for it by the Inhabitants of 

atcutta, 


__ On the smbject of printing and publishing the Vestry accounts, I believe vei 
little need be said, although it appears to be a very favorite topic svith several of 
the Gentlemen opposite. Surely if the Funds, when printing stopped, went oo pro- 
gressively improving from 40,000 to 90,000 Rupees, there was no particular induce- 
ment to throw away 500 Rupees annually on that head; and so far from its being a 
duty incumbent on the Churchwardens to prjot, I saspect there area great many 
who would think it a very unjustifiable waste of money collected expressly for the 
poor, and received as every body knows, by pice and even cowries, But had the 
Gentlemen, wio expressed such great anxiety for the safety of the Funds and Cha- 
rities, torgolten that the Select Vestry was constituted by their own favorite Charter 
of 1787, was compesed of the Governors Geperal and Members of Counsil, and 


Chaplains of the Presidency, and that they were in fact the auditors of the ac- 
counts, Was there no safety from their inspection and ) premenye oy Besides, it 
is known that the Government can, and does call for, and inspect the Funds of the 
Vestry accounts, from time totime. An extract from the Select Vestry’s letter, of the 
14th inst. wil explain how the whole of the accounts are produced for inspection. 


“The book é¢xhibiting the defail statements of every specific appropriation 
from General Martir’s Bequest, has been sent monthly with the receipt to the Mas- 
ter in Fquity, signed by a Clesical and Lay Member of the Vestry, and the Regist. 
rar of the Supreme Court; that a report is made to the Court of Directors for the 
noble contribetion of Government, and that an abstract of Receipts and Disborse. 
ments is annually nailed ap in the Church Porch, during a month at Christmas, aud 
in the Vestry Room during the remainder of the year.” 


Gentlemen, the Select Vestry, as you know, tendered fer gratuitous insertion’ 
in any of the Newspapers, a Schedule exhibiting the seyeral Proceedings and Dis- 
bursements, from 1811 to 1818 inclusive, and in order to afford the minutest infor. 
mation relating to the accounts, the Clerk was ordered on the 14th to attend the 
Vestry Room, from 10 to 12 every week day, and exhibit the original books. And 
what, Gentlemen, do you thiok was the result of this notification? (Here Captain 
Lockett read a letter from Mr, Cruttenden, one of the Churchwardens, addressed 
to Mr. Llewellyn, the Vestry Clerk, desiring him to mention all or any of those who 
atteuded to inspect the accounts since the 14th, in consequence of the notice giveh, 
Mr. Llewellyn’s reply was: “ No one attended to inspeet the accounts!”) Not one 
of all titese, said Captain Lockett, who appeared so anxious for the safi¢y of the 
Charity Funds, would take the trouble to inspect them. But, “ Charity,” Gentle- 
men, “ thinketh no evil,” and, therefore, 1 will draw no inferences; bat, the fuct 
is, the Churchwardens are invulnerable in the conscientious expenditure of the 
Funds, and the more their condnet is enquired into, the higher they will be found 
to stand in the estimation of all good men. 


(From the note which we made on a former part of Captain Lockett’s speech 
where’we conceived Mr. Young’s remarks to have been prematurely anticipated,we, 
are compelled in justice to say, that the form in which we have here given it, as o 
conversation following the speech, is that which we believeto be the most accu- 
rate; and the memories of several are clear on this point.) 

Mr. YOUNG rose, as soon as Captain Lockett had sat down, and begged per- 
mission to put one question to his bonorable friend who had just spokes. It 
was this, “Since you deny that the inhabitants of Calcutta have any right of 
voting at the Elections of their Church Wardens, pray what is the meaning and 
intention of their being called together on that day, from the pulpit or desk, 
after Divine Service? does not the calling them together to exercise a right, ac. 
knowledge that right to exist?’ 


Captain Lockett replied, “ I will answer that question'immediately. The mean 
ing of it is this, that they have been called for twenty-five years, but have never 
attended.” 

Mr. Yonng said, “My friend is not so bad a logician as to imagine that this is 
really an answer to my question.” 

Captain Lockett replied, “I bave nothing more to offer,” and sat down. 


(Thus far from our own recollection, Mr. Young however has committed to 
writing the following, a$ his recollection of what fell from him after Captaia 
Locket bad set down.) 

Mr. YOUNG said that he felt it incumbent on him to protest against the 
indecency and invidiousness of the colouring given to the conduct of the party, 
who opposed the Select Vestry, a¢ if they were setting themselves up in contuma- 
cious opposition to Government. Such a course of argument, if it deserved the 
name, tended to give a most erroneous and unfair notion of the proceeding and dis- 
position of the Meeting as well as the nature of the contest ; but lackily to all such 
arguments there was an irresistible answer, as we are met here by the permission 
of our beneficent and liberal Government, (loud applause) for the avowed and per- 
mitted—yes, permitted object (Hear! hear !) of discussing those very questions 
the mere agitation of which, was to be considered as a new sedition against the 
State, (Hear! hear!) 


His Hon. friend over the way (Captain Lockett) had assured them, that he was 
perfectly impartial and had no bias, nor wish to favor either side; in proof of 
which he had come provided with a whole hatful of calculations, documents, notes 
and correspondence such as ordinary men were not allowed to see. (Hear! hear! 
and taughter). As a further proof of his boasted impartiality, his Hon. friend had 
favored them with a long and eloquent speech advocating and defending every 
proceeding of every Vestry, past and present, since 1787, (laughter.) But all excel- 
lentas that defence might be, he was compelled to notice one unhappy stumbling 
block, of which, and the irresistible inferences to be drawn from it, not ail the in- 
genuity and subtlety of his Hon. friend--no, nor of any man breathing, could escape, 


If it was so clear 2s kad been explained to them, that there never was a Ge- 
neral Vestry or aright of election in the inhabitants to choose the Select Vestry— 
that the Charter of 1787 was a dead letter, and had never in fact been recognized 
at all, he requested bis Hon. friend to explain, which no doubt he easily could, to 
the Meeting, what was the meaning of an unhappy little formula in Easter. week, 
still in use, and which had been'ia use ever since 1787, by which the iwhkabitants 
were summoned from the Pulpit or Reading, desk to elect the Anoual Church Of- 
ficers? (Hear! hear! hear?) 

He would sit down to give his Hon. friend an opportanity of explaining, as no 
donbt he easily could, the meaning of this Jitule forme'ta, of which he would only 
farther remark that it was either @ vain and impious and profane ceremonial, or a 
proof that the Vestry were the ustrpers which the Sidesmen declared them to be 
(Hear! hear /) 


Captain Lockett net having risen, Mr. R. CAMPBELL followed, dectar- 
ing that he could explain every’ thing. (Hear! and laughier.) He denied, that a 
General Vestry had ever been summoned to meet on Easter Mondays, antil Padre 
Shepherd, two years ago, had takea upou him to send a very extraordinary letter to 
the Clerk enclosing a notice to that effect, which he directed him torsad after di- 
vine service, the following Sunday. ‘The noticeswhich the Cierk had been ae- 
enstomed to read on Easter Mondays were always for a Meeting of the Select 
V*stry. (Nd! no! from every quarter.) He would mainiaia that tue sammons was to 
the Select Vestry, until Padre Sheplerd’s tnue, 
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Mr. Yonsz,—* \Who ordered it this year, Mr.Shepherd is gone home ?” 
(Hear J hea /) 

Mr. Campbell,-~“ The Select Vestry, I'suppose,” (laughter) 

Mr. Young,—“ The Select Vestry then sanctioned the Select Vestry—to do 
what? to choose a Seiect Vestry for next year!” (fear! hear! and laughter.) 

Mr. Campbell,—* The Sclect Vestry cousists of the Governor General and 
Members.of Council, as weil as the Ministers, Chucch Wardens, and Sidesmen.” 

Mr. Young,—“It was then to summons those high authorities on this 
occasion, that the Pulpit sammonsin Easter was given ont since 1787 to Shepherd's 
deys? Is-itnot the practice to summons the Select Vestry by. circulars from. the 
Clerk ? Why were not the personages wio are thus ciied from the Palpit called by 
the usual written notice?” (Hear! hear !) 

Mr. Campbell,—“ Why, because they would not attend; they have other 
things to do” (leughter.) 

Mr. Young.—* But we are-not yet informed why the Governor General and 
Council are not summoned in Church on every occasion of a. Vestry Meeting as 
well'as on this occasion of Easter? Why there is any difference in the manner, if 
the Pulpitsammons is a mere thing of course ” (Hear? hear /) 


Mr. Campbeil—*“ I dont know why ; but that iv my opinion, and I have been in 
the Vestry for a great many years.” (Laughter and cries of Question /) 

(Some observations were here made by MajorSackville on the Lawyers having 
ziven no Lopes of success, and that therefore a remedy at law was.a vain attempt. 
A conversation followed, which we could not distinctly collect.) 


Mr. PATTLE next rose, and following his Friend Mr. Young, addressed 
the Meeting as follows : 


Gertlemen,—It was not my intention to address this most numerous and most 
respectable Meeting, and even had T entertained an intention of submitting to you 
my sentiments, I shon!d have relinquished il, after having heard the subject of 
consideration, for which we have been convened, explained to you, as it has been, 
by my intimate Friend, i frout of me (Mr. Young) with a degree of eloqnence 
so justly applauded, and illustrated to yon ina manner so happily conceived and 
expressed, and<so judiciously. aud deservedly approved, But, Gentlemen, when 
I made the determination I have stated, I did not foresee or expect, as has hap- 
penedin the course of the Speech just made by Captain Locket, that you might 
be misled by an imperfect representation of some most impcrtant and essential 
paris of the question under debate. 

Before I proceed further, Gentlemen, I feel it is necessary to declare, that 
T have no intention of imputing wilful misrepresentation to Captain Locket. Iam 
persuaded there is not amongst us one more honorable or conscientious. The mis- 
representation I am abont to notice, and which it is very important for you to 
know, has proceeded, Geutlemen, I am convinced from a defect of recollection. 
Captaia Lockett would never ucve wilfally read to you two Paragraphs of a Letter 
from the Government to the Select Vegtry, dated in Janaary last, and suited to 
his purpese, and at the same time have omitted to acquaint you, that the.Govern- 
ment had in a subsequent Letter given an explanation of the former Letter, en- 
ticely stripping it of all tithe to the-interpretation of it, given to you by. hima: 

Gentlemen—I admit the-letter from-Government dated in January last, would, 
if it still was uncontradicted, bear the construction which has been given toit. It 
would be much in favor of’ the assertion, persisted in, so perversely _ persist- 

‘iin, “that the Government uphold and support the self-clecting Vestry if their 
forcivie possession of the Vestry, its records and funds, and their ejection of our 
worthy, friends the Sidesmen.” But, Geatlemen, fartunately for the cause of justice 
and of reason, for our cause, Gentlemen, 1 will not hesitate to call it ont canse and 
the cause of the public, since you have alrealy so decidedly and unanimously ex- 
pressed your approbation of #t, I again say, Gentlemen, it is fortunate for our cause, 
that there is 4 Sabsequeat letter from the Government, and which the honorable 
pergon who spoke last, only from want of recollection omitted to mention to you. 
‘This letter, Gentlemen, is dated the 224 April last,.acdto the best of my. recol 
lection, for I quote it from memory, refers specifically to the preceding letter 
of the Sth January, and is as follows: “as in that case Government did not deem 
it advisable to go beyond indicating its view ef expedience in an anomalous. and 
embarrassed case, the same consideration must prevent authoritative interference.” 
If this quotation from recollection is erroneous, I request some one of this as 
sembly will correct me from the Vestriana, many copies of which are on the table 
(Here the speaker paused, but as go ane chjocted to the accuracy of. his quota- 
tien he proceeded.) 


Is this, Gentleman, the language, the Government would use, intending te sup- 
port either party in this contest? will any one present venture to assert that this 
enlightened, this liberal, (Applause) this impartial, this just Government, would 
take auy side in this or any other subject of dispute amangst-us bet the side of 
Justice? Have the Government told the usurping Vestry they espouse their cause 
and uphold their possession? Is such an interposition reasonably or justly to be 
inferred when we have before us, that the Government in the last letter from which 
we can gather their feeling on the sought for interposition, say, we have merely sug- 
gested a measure of expediency and will not. authoritatively interfere? Is there 
any one here so-perverse as not to perceive, that the Government were decidedly de- 
termined to be neuter? Let me ask-you, Gentlemen, why did the Government pref*r 
neutrality to interference in this contest? Was it because it was doubtful of its 
possessing aE regen in the case, or that it was not satisfied sufficiently 
that the ejected‘Sidesmen, were as they had represented supported by the pepulas 
voice, or was it as the Hon’ble Gentleman who spoke last bas told yon, that the Go- 
vernment- favored the cause of the present select Vestry, (4 general ery of No, No.) 


1 believe, Gentlemen, I may venture to assert, you conceive with me in opinion, 
that to one of the two first mentioned causes may be assigned with the greatest 
chance of correetness, the determination of the Government. Captain Leckett 
tells you, that as at the Vestry Meeting of June 1787, (mind, gentlemen, the Vestry 
Meeting at which the constitution we contend for, was framed) the Governor 
General presided, that as no Governor General has ever since presided ata Vestry 
Meeting, aud that ae the present Government favor the preseut Select Vestry and 
discountesance our Friends, the ejected Sidesmen, we ara in fact guilty of dis- 


ene to the Government ia thus debating op a poiny decided by such high au- 
ority, 


Is it that we are to de startled from our purpose? Ys it that we are here with. 

ont sufficient permission, and without previonsiy and adequately having ascertained 

the will and pleasure of the Government, that we are to be frightened from 

our ivreproacirable exertions to ascertain what our fellow Citizens think of our 

Cause, Woes the Honorable Gentleman hope we have so little good sense and 

so muelr unreasouable timidity, that such imputations can make us desert our 

cause? 

Do I dream, Gentlemen, when I te!l yon we have petitioned and obtained tie 

sanction of our Government, for this our Meeting? Will any one, except the Honor- 

able Gentiemaa vho spoke last, teil this most respectable and numerous Assembly, : 
a Government like ours,. deserving our wermest devotion, enlightened, liberat, 

impartial, just, wonld hesitate to be imperative, if it meant to interfere ; (Loud 

bursts ef applause from all quuarter's,) would it temporise wheu it. intended ‘to erder? 

would it give doubtful directions when desiring a prompt and . unremonstrating 

obedience? would it compromise its dignity, and issue equivocal: erders, when the 

proper order should be, you may, or you shall not. (Great Applause.) 

No! Gentlemen, this Goverment, so remarkable for its energies:and its wisdom 

under circumstances of reat difficulty, had it even disapproved either the conduct 

of our friends, the ejected Sidesmen, or our desire to meet here and discuss this 

Question, would at once have told us-our purpose was--reprehensible and should 

not be suffered. ‘Titis mandate, Gentlemen, would net under such circumstanees 

have been delayed an instant, our obedience would have ‘instantly followed, yet 

even then our Government would have studiously explained to ng al} the circum- 

stances belonging to ourerror, and would have pointed ont if redress existed, how 

it was to be obtained.’ Judging by my own feelings, I am confident there is wot & 

single individual amongst us whois not hoth able and willing, honestly and consei- 

entiously to declare, that interesting as this debate has become to us all, the slight 
est intimation competently given and purporting to be from the Governnrent, and 

expressing a desire that we should disperse, would dissolve this Meeting instantly. 

We shall never be slow to give the most unequivocal proofs of our loyalty and de- 
votion to our constituted superiors. (Loud and continued Applause.) They deserve 
it from us, and they will learn with dissatisfaction if not indignation, that we have 

been told we are uadutifu!, the’ only exercising the privilege they bave expressly 
sanctioned. 

Gentlemen; 1° shall next proceed to answer thé notice, that the Honorable 
person Captain Lockett has taken of the General Vestry Meeting on Easter, Mon- 
day iast. tle has told you-Gentlemen, that with the exception of the present 
and past years, for twenty years past there has been no election of the Select 
Vestry, by a General Vestry; butthat the former have been annually re-elected 
by themselves; asystem you canuot, Gentiemen, doubt he approves, since he 
advocates.-it. Iwas. myself one of. those who attended the General election, 
This meeting was opened by. the Chairman,’ the Reverend Mr. Corrie, who read 
tous the letter fromGovernment, of the Sth of January last, which you will 
recollect, Gentlemen, I have stated to you was interpreted by a subsequent leiter 
from Government, (dated in April last) intv nothing less or more, thaw an opiniog 
of expediency. 

The Reverend Chairman iusisted as stoutly as has the Hon’ble Gentleman who 
spoke last, that the letter from Govermment dated in January iast amounted toa 
command, that all future elections for the Select Vestry shouid be made by the 
defunct Select Vesiry, and not by the voice of those who might attend the Vestry 
room to vote. After some desultory discussion, during whici: to the best of my re 
collection, the Reverend Mr. Parson differed with the Reverend Chairman and 
declared the elections were always General elections and by the voices of those 
who attended and voted, I with the consent of the Reverend Chairman referred 
this poiatef usage to Mr. McClintock, observing, that we looked to his long con- 
tinued experience and impartiality for information. Mr. McClintock, without he. 
sitatiou solemnly declared, that-to the best of his knowledge and experience dur 
ing the whole time he had served in the Vestry and which expired about five years 
since, the Seleet Vestry had always beenelected by tic suffrages of the General 
Vesiry, which consisted of those whe attended and voted; and never by the past 
Select Vestry, adding, that the Office was now considered more respectable than 
formerly when very few interested themselves about it: 


The Vestry records weve then examined and read by Mr. Parson in confirma. 
tion of Mr. McClintock’s statement, as to general Vestries being convened and 
held whenever vacancies during the interval of the Easter elections had occurred, 
The election then followed, and was determined, as far as related to the nomination 
to be made by the general Vestry by the majority of the votes of the voters 
present. 

(ir. McClintock here interrupted Mr. Pattle, and asserted he had not declared 
when referred to, during the Meeting on Easter Monday, that the Elections duing 
his time had always been General Etections,-and by the voices of those who at. 
tended and voted, on -which Mr, Pattle addressed himself to the Chairman, and 
Messrs. ‘Vrant, ‘Trower, Plowden, senior, Plowden junior, Arrow, Law, and others 
present, and who were at the Vestry Meeting held on last Easter Monday, and 
soligited they would determine wirether what he had stated as having been 
Mr. McClintock’s declaration at that General Vestry, was correct or not, ‘Theso 
Gentlemen wnanimously confirmed Mr. Pattle’s statement, on which Mr. Patile 
said,‘ Does Mr McClintock mean to contradict me now?’ Mr. McClintock answer- 
ed,‘ No, Sir,’ and-was proceeding to mention some notes which had passed between 
him and Mr. ‘Trevor Plowden, but as it did not appear to the assembly that they 
could atlect the point which had- been determined, he was not then (but aftec- 
wards) allowed to produce then, and Mp. Pattle resumed-his Speech as follows :) 


Gentlemen—Captain Lockett, has told you that the Governor General is 
the head of the Church Establishment, that he bas never attended the Vestry since 
Jane 1782, (observe Gentlemen the ara of ‘the constitution we covet) and that 
therefore any Vestry Election conducted under the authority of that constitution, 
was illegal, and required the Governor General’s preseuce to make it legal. Either 
Captain Lockett has uot read the provisions of this constitution, or he has a very 
confined idea of the ingredients necessary to constitute its legality, he has 
also excepted to this. constitution, that it is not taken from: Burn’s Justiee, and 
that as there is no parish, there can be no parishioners, Let me tell you, Gentlemen, 
for his information, (alaugh,) (for I am sure none of you need to be so informed) 
that this constitution states, specifically states, that its provisions are chiely 
taken from Burn’s Justice, and assigns as the reason for the deviations, that the 
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and in others inapplicable to the usages of this country. Let me ask you; Gentle- 
men, what would that venerated and illustrious pobleman whose statue we now 
look at, say, could he be informed of the objections, the Honorable Speaker who has 
last sat down has advanced, to the provident, just, impartial, and wise constitution 
he gave us in 1787; would he believe it possible, that any person could be found 
to astert, that the present Government did not feel equal respect with ourselves 
for even, (comparatively speaking with reference to the other signal beeefits be 
reudered) this trifling legacy; still trifling only by such a comparison ; for that it is 
not so in our estimation, this day sufficiently testifies. 


Captain Lockett will not allow the payment of Sarplice Fees to constitute 
any right to vote at a General Vestry, he has told you Gentlemen, (tho’ the rates 
have been fixed by the Government, and in consequence of disputes amongst the 
Clergy, the Government have specifically directed how the Surplice Fees shall be 
collected, with other directions regarding the duty belonging to oe that you 
need not pay Surplice Fees, that the Ceremonies of Christenings and Marriages 
are performed gratis in the Church. Should he not rather in candour have said, 
that this indulgence is not refused to Paupers, but that respect for the Clergy, as 
well as an hereditary and constitutional aversion toa degrading exemption has 
occasioned, that the Clergy have found none who could afford Surplice Fees, re- 
luctant to pay them or desiring to be excused from them. 

Gentlemen, lest there should be one amongst us who like the Honorable per- 
son, who spoke last, has so imperfect an idea of what reasonably and properly 
should and does therefore constitute and give the right to vote at a Calcutta Ge- 
neral Vestry Meeting, for the election of a Select Vestry, I will venture my opinion 
On this subject, assigning my reasons for entertaining it, and leaving it to your 
sound judgment and impartiality to determine how far it is consistent with the good 
sense, justice, and reasonable means for inference, belonging to the question. I 
eonsicier every person has a right to vote, who bas paid for pewage, or has con- 
tributed by donation to the Vestry Poor Fund, or has paid Surplice Fees for a 
Marriage, a Christening, or a Funeral; likewise those Protestants, who altho’ they 

- have not yet contributed to the Vestry Poor’s Fund, would be properly solicited 
to contribute to it, were it exhansted whether by mal-administration or otherwise, 
and who therefore asa part of the public interested in its proper administration, 
have 4 natural right to see it is properly administered. 


Gentlemen, Captain Lockett has also told yon, that there is no Vestry, there 
can be legally no Vestry, as there is no Parish and no Parishioners. It follows if 
this be trne, (and legally speaking that there is no Parish and no Parishioners is 
very true,) the Funds to so considerable an amount now in the custody of the sup- 
—_ Vestry, are not Vestry Funds, and should not be so mis-named. Let Captain 

ockett call these Funds by what mame he chooses, even he must admit, it will not 
affect the main poiwt, that this money was given by the Public, and is therefore 
until distributed, always the property of the Public, and unalienable to any other 
purpose, save that for which the Public gave it. Who then, I will ask, has so patural, 
80 just, or so reasonable a right, to select Trustees to take care of this Property as 
the Public, from whom it proceeded, Are the Public to be told by three Indivi- 
duals, “* We will be your Trustees, we will hold your money and dispose of it as to 
us seemeth meet, we will give you no explanation, no documents, except when it 
snitsus; whether yon like us or not, we like the trust we have possessed our- 
selves of, and you have no right to object or to interfere with us. Trust to our 
impartiality, our good judgment, our method, our integrity. Your atfairs were 
bever so managed, as since we resolved to be perpetual aud indepeudent of you.” 


In what does this differ from a faithful description of the irresponsibility 
elaimed by the three persons who ejected the Messrs. Plowdens ? Next to the sur- 
prise excited by such conduct, is my surprise that the Hon. Gentleman who spoke 
last bas not thought it necessary to devote some portion of his time to prove, that 
those he advocates, are warranted in withholding the anoual publication of their 
accounts. You wiil not, Geatlemen, allow your ardour to be damped by the unfa- 
vorabie and unwarranted interpretation given by Major Sackville, of the opinion 
otfered by counsel in this case, Major Sackville should know, that counsel of emi- 
nence do not promise success and for the best reason in the world. What may be 
the result of the case on which their opinion may have been given, does not rest 
with them; if I know any thing of the learned counsel whose opinion you have 
heard read this day, they wish to tell you the question has difficulties and the niti- 
mate issue is not therefore certain; but they do not discourage you from seeking 
your legal remedy, and in a popular case of this nature they assuredly would dis- 
courage you, did they consider the exertion of their talents in your cause could 
never be attended with the desired success. 


Gentlemen, —TI will not detain you longer, the Resolutions which will be sub- 
mitted toyou, willl am certain meet your approbatioa; you will find they are as 
delicate and as considerate to the usurping Self-electing Vestry, as the utmost 
indulgence could devise, without injustice to the popular cause we maintain 
Gentiemen, you will find it will be proposed that we shall, before any other mea- 
sure is adopted, respectfully and earnestly Petition the Government to render by 
their interposition all further prosecution of this cause needless. I trust, gentie- 
men, it will appear to every impartial person, that those who support the side of 
this questien I have taken, have contend solely on public grounds and for pub- 
lic principles, which have always had to our experience, and we hope ever will, 
bave, the most fervent support of all those who claim to be British Subjects; and 
will therefore never be, when legally expressed, obnoxious to a liberal and wise 
British Government, (applause and cheering.) 

Gentlemen, if I may judge from the patience yon have bestowed on this ad- 
dress, and the unqualified approbation you have manifested for the cause I have 
so insufficiently advocated, I auticipate the issue of this day, will be highly gra- 
tifying aod honorable to us all. 

Mr. McCLINTOCK interrupted Mr. Pattle, when he spoke of a letter writ 
ten-by the Messrs. Plowdens to Government, dated the 19th of April 1819, where 
in they quoted an opinion, said to have been given by Mr. McClintock at the 
Meeting on Easter Monday, and which quotation was afterwards given to the 
Public, in a letter or paper dated the 20th of June, published in the Calcutta 
Journal on the 29th of that month, aud sigued by Mr. Pattie, the Chairman, Com 
modore Hayes, and several others. 

Mr. McClintock contended, that the Statement made to Government, &c. was 
not correct, in regard to what he said at the Meeting alluded to, avd this be had 
informed Mr, T, Plowdeu of, im ay answer sent to that Gentleman, when he wrote 











to him for his signature to the paperin question. Mr. McClintock read two notes 
from Mr. T. Plowden, and his answers to them, saying, “ he hoped Mr. Plowdén 
would excuse his declining to sign the paper, for fear of being brought into print 
and farther that Mr. P. had not stated quite correctly the opinion given by bim at 
the Vestry Meeting on Easter Monday. 


Mr. McClintock here noticed the great praise which he had observed, bestow- 
ed in one of the Newspaper publications, on the conduct of the Reverend Doctor 
Ward, during the seven years he presided in the Vestry, which he admitted was 
very just. But he begged leave to state, that the non-publication of the annual 
Statement first took place during the Doctor’s administration, and met with his most 
hearty approval, and so continued during his stay, and since that time, by his suc- 
cessors, and until now there has been no question of doubt on the subject. Excla- 
sive of the Clerical part of the Select Vestry, there were ten Gentlemen * who act- 
ed with Doctor Ward, from Easter 1809 to his departure for Earope in the begin- 
ning of 1816, and three of them, viz. Mr. Morton, Mr. Cruttenden, and Mr. 
Campbell, are the Gentlemen now so much abused, and attempted to be thus un- 
justly stigmatised, 


Mr. McClintock resumed his former mention of possessing a note from Mr. 
T. Plowden, stating that he had fortunately kept it, together with his answer, and 
had brought them with him, when Mr. T. Plowden desired they might be 
read. These were read accordingly, as fellows: 


R. McCLINTOCK, Ese. 
My Dear McClintock, 

I send you the paper about which I spoke to you yesterday. My wish 
is to obtain your signature to it, if you find the statement correct, ot which there 
can be little doubt, though it does not embrace all the topics discussed at the 
Easter Meeting. 

Of course you will do as yon think right, but we call upon you to add your 
name to the paper, only as ap act of common justice to us. 


Believe me, sincerely your's, 
(Signed) T. PLOWDEN, 


T. C. PLOWDEN, Ese. 


June 23, 1819, 


My Dear Plowden, 
I hope you will excuse my declining to sign a paper which may bring 
me into print, a thing L abhor, You have not stated quite correctly the opinion I 
gave at the Vestry Meeting on Easter Monday, for I was only asked as to what the 
Election had been in my time. ' 
Your’s very sincerely, 


June 23, 1819. (Signed) R. McCLINTOCK, 





R. McCLINTOCK, Ese. 
My Dear McClintock, 


As you decline to put vour signature to the paper we are abont to pub. 
lish, either by agreeing or objecting te the account of whet passed in the Vestry 
Room on Easter Monday, it follows of necessity, that we must at the foot of that 
paper, mention the reasous you have given for not signing. 


The opinion regarding the Election of Church Officers, given by you at the 
Meeting, could only reter to your time, and no other, for you could not possibly 
take upon yourself to speak of what was the practice at any other time, I cannot 
therefore observe any thing incorrect in the statement we have made, 

Your's very sinceiely, 
(Signed) 


June 25, 1819. T. PLOWDEN. 





T. PLOWDEN, Ese. 
My Dear Plowden, 

A man’s conversation is even in danger of being Journalized now-a-days, 
therefore, you must excuse my writing any more on Parish business, for fear of te 
like fate. You may take the answer I sent you as sufficient for your purpose, 

Your's sincerely, 


June 25, 1819. R. McCLINTOCK, 


Mr. TRANT rose after this, and addressed the. Chairman as follows: 


As my name has been mentioned by Captain Lockett, I think it as 
well to say a few words, and to explain the part which I took at the Meeting 
on last Easter-Monday. 


With reference to what Mr. Campbell bas said, (in his conversation 
with Mr. Young,) 1 must declare, that although I da not remember the pre- 
cise terms of the notice, which were read by the Clerk on Kaster-Sunday, 
the impression in my mind was, that it was an invitation for the Meeting 
of a General Vestry, and accordingly L atteaded. 

I had often considered the sabject. and was prepared to join in the elec- 
tion of some new Members of the Select Vestry, if it should appear to be 
proper. 

The business of the Meeting was commenced by the Rev. Mr. Corrie, 
the Chairman, reading a letter from the Secretary to the Government, which 
letter has been read here; as soon as I heard this leiter, 1 conceived any 
farther proceedings to be unnecessary. I was preparing to withdraw, wheat 
some of the Gentlemen requested me to remain. 





* Mr. James Alexander, 1 Year, | Mr. J. H. Fergusson, 2 Years. 
Mr. N. B. Edmonstone, 1 Ditto | Mr. James McTaggart, 1 Ditto 
Major W. S. Greene, 2 Ditto | Mr. G. Cruttenden, 4 Vitto 
Mr. Robert McClintock, 6 Ditto | Mr. Henry Wood, and 2 litto 
Mr. William Morton, 6 Ditto | Mr. Repert Campbell. 4 Ditto 
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There was a good deal of discussion with regard to the meaning of the 
Secretary’s letter,and Vestry Records were referred to, for precedents and | 
information; it seemed to be the opinion of Mr. Parson, that the Govern- 
ment, at the time their Secretary’s letter was written, were not in possession 
of all the information which was necessary to enable them to form a correct 
judgment. On this I observed, that it would be well to make a reference to 
the Government and to supply any information which bad been wanting. 


The opinion of the majority however, was, that this was not necessary, 
and it was determined to proceed to an election. 1 declined to take part in 
this proceeding, as I did not consider it to be proper with reference to the 
opinion of the Government, as expressed in their Secretary's letter. 


There was very little regularity in the debate on Easter-Monday, there 
were more speakers than hearers, and I cannot undertake to relate all that 
passed ; this reason made me decline to aflix my signature to a paper, which 
was sent to me by the Mr. Plowdens. 

I have since ascertained, that the Government were in possession of the 
fullest information on the Vestry question, and | have found no reason to 
think, that the course of proceeding pointed out in Mr. Lashington’s letter 
is not in every respect proper ; the case is, to use the terms of that letter, an 
anomalous and embarrassed one, and I can see no objection to the Vestry 
concerns remaining as they have been for many years, pending the intend- 
ed reference to the authorities at home. 


The two Mr. Plowdens are my intimate Friends, Mr. C. Plowden was 
my Writers’ Building’s chum, and I regard bim with the affection of a bro- 
ther; it cannot be supposed, that I have any personal objection to these 
Gentlemen. 

I think the Select Vestry acted injudiciously in taking any part in the 
election on Easter-Monday. It seems, that on a Meeting after that day, 
Mr. Corrie. Mr. Parson, and Mr. Cruttenden understood, that Mr. Plowdens 
wished a reference to be made by Mr. Corrie to Mr. Lushington, in order 
to ascertain the intention of the Government, and that they expressed their 
disposition to retire if Mr. Lushington’s explanation should be what it prov- 
ed tobe. The Mr. Piowdens assert, that their intentions were not rightly 
comprehended by the other three Gentlemen. 


Those who know the parties, will not fora moment believe, that either 
has deliberately asserted what is untrue, they are therefore fairly at issue 
on this point, and there appears to me to be nothing but an bonest difference 
of opinion between them. I was sorry to observe, that the discussion had 
become warm. 

All those Gentlemen are of the most respectable characters. I have 
the pleasure of being wel! acquainted with Mr. Corrie, the Senior Chaplain, 
and I must say, that I believe a more pious, meek, and benevolent Christian 
Minister does not exist, I know how much he has been pained by the whole 
proceeding, and that nothing but a sense of duty could have induced him 
to pursue the line of conduct which be has chosen. 


I would entreat that no Resolution be passed by this Assembly, so 
framed as to Icad the Indian and British public to suppose, that the two 
Ministers of St. John’s Church, and the Laymen associated with them in the 
transaction which forms the subject of deliberation this day, have becn ac- 
tuated by any bad motive. 


Mr. Trant subsequently observed, that he was as mucha friend to 
an open election, and responsibility, in such cases, as any man, but having 
satisfied himself, that the Government had every degree of information on 
this question, and having taken the opivion of their Advocate General, he 
was quite content to await the décision of the question in the manuer pro- 
posed by the Governor General in Council. 


Mr. DAMPIER followed, and in addressing himself to the Meeting, 
spoke in nearly the following words ; 


Mr. Chairman—It must appear presumption in me to bring myself 
forward on an occasion like this, owing to my having so lately arrived in this 
country and my extreme youth. I have, however, been induced, more by 
the solicitation of my friends, than by my own inclination, to offer you my 
sentiments upon this interesting subject, 


The first and principal point for discussion appears to meto be “ Whether 
the violent ejection ef the Sidesmen by those terming themselves the Select 
Vestry can be, taking it in its best light, justified.” The sense of this Meeting 
is decidedly, that itcannot ; and in that point I most heartily and decidedly 
concur with them. One Gentleman (Captain Lockett) I believe, bas made 
a remark, that to form a Select Vestry, the Governor General with the 
Council must be present. Now ! would ask him (as he advocates the cause of 
the Vestry) whether when the Messrs Piowden were ejected the Governor 
General and Council were present? and if they were not, by what authority 
and by what right did this violent expulsion take place? Another remark 
which I have heard is, “that those regulations of 1787 which we claim as 
our Charter, cannot be considered as at all binding, inasmuch as they were 
not confirmed by a General Vestry. Now by this they acknowledge that 
right for which we are now contending, and I can hardly imagine them bold 
enough to endeavour to do away with that authority, which in their endea- 
vour to defend their conduct they have once allowcd. Bat even granting 
with them that these rules of 1787, are null and void, we may still salely ask 
them, by what authority and apon what grounds are you now acting as, 
and calling yourself the Select Vestry? If you do away with these, you 
must de away with your own suthority, as it must be palpably evident to 








every person that your yery existepce as a Select Vesiry, depends upon | 


these regulatjons, and it is impossible that while you allow that part of the 
rules which established your authority, you are to c.nsider as nothing, those 
regulations by which the Messrs. Plowden claim their situations as Sidesmen. 

The Gentleman to whom I before alladed (Captain Lockett), has ob- 
served, that St. John’s being a Cathedral Church, all the rights and privileges 
are centered in the Bishop. How comes it then that the Select Vestry have 
usurped that power, and still continue to maintain their right to that autho- 
thority which belongs (according to Captain Lockett's statement) to the epis- 
copal dignity? and why is it not immediately surrendered into the hands of 
that Right Reverend person who at present exercises the fanctions of Bishop 
of Calcutta? ( Here Captain Lockett interrupted Mr. Dampier, hit was called to 
order by the Chair. ) T understand also that Gentleman to have endeavoured to 
persuade the persons assembled, that they were acting at issue with Govern- 
ment. ( No no, from Captain Lockett) If I have mistaken the meaning of the 
Gentleman’s words, I am sorry for it; but I appeal to this assembly whe- 
ther this was not the most obvious sense of his words ( General ery of Yes, yes! ) 


I shall now proceed to take notice of a part of the printed Correspon- 
dence, I mean that part of Mr. Parson’s Letter, in which he says, “I am 
almost certain that although Government thought they were confirming an 
old rule, they were in fact making a new one,” 


I am really at a loss to reconcile so singular a declaration, repeated 
too, as I understand it bas been, on many subsequent occasions by that 
Reverend person, with the line of conduct which he and his friends and fol- 
jowers have observed during these discussions. To a plain understanding, 
I confess, I think it must appear the most straight forward cause, for a man 
who thinks great wrong in its construction of the Law, to point out respect- 
fully to that authority, the mistake into which it seems prone to fall. In- 
stead of this plain-dealing, the Reverend author of the Letter I have alluded 
to, meekly submits to the erroneous decree of Government, confirming him 
and his friend in powers to which he confesses they had no right, and in 
point of fact, lends all his influence and talents to a cause of which he pro- 
fesses to disapprove. ( Hear, hear, hear) To reconcile these things, is a task 


beyond my humble abilities and inexperience as yet, of men and manners, 


(Hear, hear.) 


After the eloquent Speech which we have heard from Mr. Wynch, I can- 
not be vain enough to suppose that any words of mine can stimulate you to 
greater exertions. But I implore you as Englishmen, not tamely and quiet- 
ly to give over that right with which you were born, and of which the mean- 
est hind in England bonsts himself master. I conjure you as men subject to all 
the feelings of humanity, to consider that whilst this oligarchy continues, 
many poor wretches are deprived of your bounty, owing to your distrust of 
those who have now the superintendence of the Public Charities, and I charge 
you as British Inhabitants of India not to suffer the wisdom of the measures 
of that great man Lord Cornwallis (to whom we owe so much) to be thus 
impeached, and our Charter granted by him to be thus trampled upon. 

It has been observed by some Gentlemen, tbat it is beneath the dignity 
of a Public Meeting like this to take any notice of what may have appeared 
in the publications of the day, but I feel myself bound to differ in opinion 
from them. The gross calumnies which have appeared in the Paper calling 
itself the Government Gazette, but fortunately having the sanction of Go- 
vernment ovly in the smal} portion of it which is given under the official sig- 
natures of its public Servants, endeavouring to identify us with the Jaco- 
bins and Revolutionists of former days, ought not, [ think to be passed 
over in silence. It was not an accusation against an individual or against 
a setof men purposely deluded by their superiors, and unknowing how to 
judge for themselves ; but it was an accusation against a society of weli in- 
formed and well educated English Gentlemen, most of them, indeed | may 
say all of them, holding situations under Government, and who were act- 
ing in support of those principles which every Englishman boasts as the 
foundation of his happiness and as the basis of his liberty, and I conceive 
that the attempt to influence and bias the public mind by such gross mis- 
representations as these, ought to be treated as an insult to that socicty 
which it endeavoured to calumniate. 


Gentlemen—I have taken up too great a portion of your valuable time 
and thank you for the indulgence with which you have listened to me, 
(applause). ' : 

Major SACKVILLE now rose, and following Mr. Dampier, addresse 
himself to the Meeting as follows: . ie as 


Gentlemen,—I have a few observations to make before the resolutions 
are put to the the vote, for I think it a matter of some importance, that we 
should weigh and ynderstand the position we hold in this unprecedented 
case, before we proceed to resolutions which we may want the power to 
enforce. ‘ 

We meet here, Gentlemen, I believe, all of us unanimous as to the 
principle which we wish to see established—** responsibility of u ust”—sorie 
of us may certainly differ as to the mode of establishing that principle as 
connected with the present Vestry ; but we shall ail agree, that in a mutual 
compact between Agent and Constitucnt, whether between one individual 
and another or between the public and a select body, that itis an absurdit 
quite ridiculous, to suppose, that the datter are neither amenable'to the seri. 
tiny nor subject to the contron! and instructions of the former; tor who 
would gratuitously risk his cash or property in aid of charity or for any 
other purpose without the indispensable pledge of responsibility ? allowing 
therefore, that the principle is not only excellent in itself, but universal in 
it’s application to all transactions between man and man; I come to the 
right, the legal right of claiming that principle in regard to those Funds 
which are copfessedly the joiut contributions of the Iadian public, 
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Tho learned in the law have in my mind virtvally expressed an opinion, 
tantamount to a total disqualification oo our part in the abstract point of le- 
gal right. The opinion of the learned counsel as quoted by Mr. Piowdens, 
is, that they see no prospect of success in an appeal to the Supreme Court 
(here Mr. Plowden observed, that no such term had been expressed in the 
Document he had read) I readily correct myself, I believe the term used 
** no promise of success” which inmy bumble opinion has equal force and 
weight with the other, and at all events this little promise affords us buta 
poor prospect (however sanguine we may be), in any litigation we may 
think propew to institute in behalf of those claims in a court of justice ; 
we have in fact no legal grounds on which to rest our appeal in the matter 
before us.. ‘The learned in the law tell us “ you may try the question and we 
will exert our eloquence and abilities in your cause,” but they hold themselves 
jn reserve and say “ we can promise no success” and this again they declare 
after the waturest deliberation, and in a question, which in great Britain 
requires no sophistry, and which is in regard to Vestry rights there, a subject 
equally simple and well defined. I argue therefore, that as there is no parish, 
we can form no corporate body of parishioners, and consequently that we 
have no law io the present instance to further our proceedings ina legal 
maneer; I must ohject therefore to the prosecution of an unavailing at- 
tempt, because, Gentlemen, such an issue to our proceedings will only tend 
to expose us to ridicule, and compleat the triumph of the Triumvirate, as 
some have been pleased to style them (@ /avgh). Besides, Gentlemen, I sce 
no object whatever in adopting, under existing circumstances, any further 
proceedings even towards the attainment of that right which we are all so 
desirous to possess. 

(Here the Speaker was interrupted by Mr. Pattle, who asked what right? 
Ifthe Hon, Speaker means the right of discussion and the right of devising 
and securing means to wrest what we think our rights from the wrongfu! and 


forcible possessors, surely this our meeting shews we are in possessica of 


that right.) 


If, as Mr. Pattle observes, the right, which I considered it was the 
object of this meeting to procure, is already in tbe hands of the public, I 
confess myself at a loss even to guess what other object we can have in 
view. I beg leave to propose therefore. As this meeting can have nothing 
further to desire that it be dissolved. If this is not agreed to, 1 repeat 
again that the object for which this meeting has been convened is to discuss 
and propose measures which may establish us in that right which at present 
we do not possess ; now adverting to the measures which have long been 
contemplated and are now in progress, through the wisdom of the Supreme 
Gcuvernment, 

I beg leave, Gentlemen, to make a motion---(/oud laughter). I move 
“ That this meeting, seusibie of the liberal interest felt and expressed by 
the Goveriment on the part of the Indian public, as it affects the Constitu- 
tion of a Calcutta Vestry and the appropriation of Funds, entrusted by the 
public to the party so denominated, have resolved to stay further proceed- 
ings on the subject, until the result of a reference which we understand bas 
been made, (An universal ery of no! no! Weare promised that it will be 
made, but it has not been made yet) by the Supreme Government to the higher 
authorities in Great Britain, towards the attainment of the legal qualifica- 
tions in view, has been ascertained.” 

This motion was seconded by Captain LAMB, and an amendment was 
moved by Mr. JAMESON in the following words: 


Mr. Chairman, I beg leave to suggest the following amendment to the 
Resolution proposed by Major Sackville. 


“ That this Meeting, under the conviction that the Constitution of 1787, 
however admirable in principle, is defective in several material points, re- 
lative tothe manner of forming Meetings, and the requisites to the due 
election of part of the lay Members; andon the ground of that Constiiu- 
tion having in point of fact long fallen into disuse; without questioning the 
legality of the clection of the Messrs. Plowdens, the ejected Sidesmen; do 
entirely concur with Government in the expediency of referring this anoma- 
jous and embarassed case for adjudication to the superior authorities in 
England; that placing perfect reliance on the impartiality and just views of 
Government, they nevertheless think it dué to themselves, to transmit through 
the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, 2 respectful Petition to the 
Honorable Court of Directors, expressive of the gencral wish of the Inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, that the privilege of election be thrown open, and a 
new Vestry Constitution be enacted in lieu of that of 1787, containing its 
excellent provisions without its ambiguities.” 


Should this amendment be carried ; it is my intent’on to move further, 
that a Committee be appointed to draw up the Petition and that this Meet- 
ing be immediately thereafter dissolved. 

This amendment was supported by a few voices, bat when put, was lost 
by an immense majority. 

Major Sackville protested against personal concerns being mixed with 
Resolutions, and opposed them accordingly. 

The last Speaker was here instructed by both Col. Young and Mr. Pattle 
that there was a wide difference and distinction made on this occasion be- 
tween the public and private conduct of the Usurping Vestry. That those 
men were oaly censured for their public conduct, and it must therefore have 
surprised all present, that Maj. Sackville should he so inconsistent as to make 
an objection to the Resolutions, which was either contradicted by those 


en Or atyariauce with the tenor of ihe commencement of his 
epecc . 
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Captaia LOCKETT said, that he inten’ed to move a similar Resclu- 
tion which he immediately drew up and hauded to the Chairman. 


“ That as it appears from Mr. Secretary Lushingion’s letter of 22d Aprib 


last, that it is the intention of the Government to bring the subject of Vestry 
discussions under the consideration of the superior authorities at home, that 
it appears expedient, that no farther proceedings on this head take placo 
uuiil the result of the reference to England, shall have-been ascertained,” 
On a show of bands it appeared, that eight persons only yoted for it, 
and that consequently it was rejected by an immense majority. 
Mr. YOUNG begged to be favored with the attention of the Mectiaz 


for a few minutes, while he opposed his Honorable Friend’s amendments, 
and the motives to which they had been tacked, and while he stat- 


ed to them his reasons for so doing. The proposal was fair and promising 


on the ontside, but hollow within, not that he attributes to his Friends ihe 
movers and amenders, any notion of taking the Meeting by surprize ; but the 
effect of their procedure would be to express no opinion in behalf of these 
Gentlemen’s exertions, who bad done so much in favor of the Inhabitants 
and to decide on whose conduct was the primary object of their assembly, 
( Hear, hear /) li they would bat please to delay the maked and meagre Resr 
lution and amendment they had so prematurely proposed, they would find that 
a Friend of his was about to move a string of progressive Resolutions de- 
claring the facts of the Vestry case, the sense of the Inhabitants on those 
facts, and the proposed measures of redress. They would find that the 
primary mode of redress there suggested was that of humbly moving Go- 
vernment to grant relief denied to the prayers of so many Inhabitants. 
The Government had not, and could by-no possibility have any corceiveble 
reasons for refusing compliauce with prayers so reasonable, so moderate, as 
those which asked tire restoration of the Rule of 1787. It was right, that tho 
Government, which, perbaps, had-been taught to disbelieve the interest the 
community took in this business should have an opporianity of being ande- 
ceived, (Aear,) and this should precede any other course for relief. But the 
case should be distinctly stated, and fairly met, nothing s!urred over er 
evaded. If therefore it pleased the Meeting to put an immediate negative on 
his Honorable friend's amendment, (Hear, hear,) he would move, that the 
Resolutions be brought forward by Mr. Trower who has prepared to move 
them, and first that they be read consecutively, and without interruption, 
and then moved seriatim, when every Gentleman would have the fullest 
opportunity to offer his sentiments, aud no doubt would be heard with full 
attention. 


Mr. WYNCH then, at the request of Mri Trower, in whose hands the 
Resolutions were, and who was requested to move them, read them consecu- 








tively in an audible voice, as follows: . 

First.— Resolved. That the Church Constitution made pallie in 1787 
in the Government Gazctie, and professing to emanate from tne collective 
wisdom of that great man Lord Coinwaiiis, and of several of the chici Pune 
tionaries of Governaent joined in a Select Vestry with the Chaploins, ap 
peers to this Meciing to contain provisions for the administrat f the 


Church affairs, and for the management of the Revenues and Poo; Funds, in 
themselves most just, reasonable, and prudcat, cqually honorable ‘o all par- 
ties conceraed, whether we regard the prudence of those who devised such 
provisions, the liberality of the high authority which conferred the rights 
and privileges contained in that Charter, or the characters of the Inhabitants of 
this City, who in that comparatively early period of our annals, were deemed 
worthy of holding, aud capable of rightly exercising, the powers grauted to 
them as a Select Vestry. 

Second. — Resolved. That the Instrnment thus solemnly promulgated to 
the Community under the undoubted sanction of the Government, as repre- 
sented by its Chief, and in its official Gazette, has never been abrogated or 
altered in any of its essential features or provisions, by any act equally au- 
thentie, formal, and anthoritative, or by any publie act at ail to the knowledge 
of the Community; consequently that the Constitution aforesaid, declared 
to rest upon the common consent of the Inhabitants, and possessing in the 
highest degree the general approbation and favor of us all, is conceived by 
this Meeting to be still in full force and vigour, 


Third.—Resolved. That whether from the confidence in their Dele- 
gates, the Select Vestry, whose personal characters in a small society were 
naturally well known, or whether from indcolence or constant occepatioa 
in besiness on the part of the Inbabitant Electors, it has happened that the 
Annual Election Meetings, though duly summoned every Kaster since 1787, 
have been scantily attended by the Inhabitants, and frequently of !ate years 
have been attended by none except the Actual Members of the Old Select 
Vestry, on whom, in their capacity of Electors, and in the absence of other 
candidates, the duty of electing the New Vestry, has legally devolved on 
such occasions, and who, in the absence of other Candidates, have necessa- 
rily re-elected the same individuals to the offices of Charch Wardens, and 
Sidesmen. 


Fourth.—Rerolved. That within the last few years, the relaxation of 
salatary vigilance on the part of the Electors as above described, appears 
to have produced the natural effect of a corresponding laxity in the Select 
Vestry, and an indifference to the opinion of the constituent body, manifest- 
ed in the manner of discharging their functions, and more particularly by 
their having ventared to discontinue the accustomed annual publication of 
their accounts in the Government Gozette, without the authorily of the Ge- 
neral Vestry, and even without the public allegation of any due and suflici- 
ent reasons for this extragriiuary failure in one of the most cssential bran- 
ches of their duty, 
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Fifth.— Resolved. Thatisuspicions having been thus awakened from 
these and other indications, not only that carelessness pervaded the admi- 
nistration and accounts of the Select Vestry, but also that they made light 
of their responsibility to the General Vest:y, and even inclined to question 
its controuling and constituent authority, certain public spirited individuals 
determined two years ago to assert the privileges conferred on the Inha- 
bitants in 1787, and were successfully resisted by the Select Vestry, who 
denied the elective right of the Iubabitants; and by their representations to 
government appear to have persuaded that high and respected authority to 
abstain from interfering authoritatively in behalf of the Electors under an 
impression, that the Select Vestry alone possessed the right of elecuion to 
office. 


Sixth.—Resolved. That in the present year the attempt was renewed 
with better success, the General Vesiry having by a considerable majority 
re-elected a Churchwarden on their own behalf, aad having chosen two new 
Sidesmen, in virtde of their ancient franchises, which the same great ma- 
jority resolved, were nowise afiécted or impaired by certain paragraphs of 
a Letter to the Old Vestry, produced as a justification of their right te dis- 
franchise the Inhabitants, and re elect themselves, but which, when justly 
interpreted. were considered by the Meeting to be a mere acknowledgment 
of eny Vestry de facto for the convenience of carrying on the public busi- 
ness and trusts, waving an interference in the question of right and sug- 
gesting a reference to higher authority. 


Seventh.—Resolved. That on the first meeting for the,discharge of or- 
dinary business after Kaster, the Select Vestry thus duly chosen took apon 
themselves to revive the discussion on the great question of their constita- 
ents (the General Vestry’s) competency to elect them to the offices which 
they were then actually exercising in virtue of that competency, and in fai- 
Jure of which they could not have any legal existence as a Select Vestry at 
all, in as much as no election whatever had taken place on the prescribed 
day (Easter Monday), save and except that election by the Inhabitants 
which they affected to question. 


4 

Eighth.—Resolved. That notwithstanding this manifest incompetency 
of the constituted body to question the Power of its Constituents. The Se- 
Ject Vestry on the strength of private and wholly irregular communications 
with the individual employed by Government to write the Letter regarding 
the former years election, proceeded by a majority of three against two to 
declare the election of the Inhabitants null and void, ejected the two dissen- 
tient Sidesmen, declared themselves the lawful Select Vestry and recalled to 
their seats the two Sidesmen of the year before who had béen rejected by 
the Inhabitants at the General Vestry Elcciion. 

Ninth.—Resolved. That the ejected Sidesmen having,in vain solicited 
the interposition of Government, who agaiu aud in more express terms de- 
clined any authoratative interference on the point of right, and having 
fruitlessly appealed to the persons calling themselves the lawful Select Ves- 
try who have refused to notice their applications to have or to call a General 
Vestry summoned to decide between them, have called together their Special 
Meeting of the Inhabitant’s Electors with the sanction of Government, for 
the avowed purpose of laying before us the opinion of Counsel and concert- 
ing measures to assert and vindicate the Franchises of the Inhabitants 
thus wrested from us by the usurpation of owr Constiiuied representatives 
in the Select Vestry. 

Tenth.—Resoived. That this Meeting considers the two Sidesmen 
Mr. R. C. Plowden and Mr. Trevor Plowden entiticd to its fullest approha- 
tion and cordial thavks for their zealous, abie and most disinterested ex- 
ertions in behalf of our common Rights and Privileges, and hereby offers 
those Gentlemen its thanks and approbation accordingly. 

Eleventh.—Resolved. That this Meeting considers the persons now 
calling themselves the Select Vestry, and in ectual and forcible possession 
of the Records, Powers, &c. appertaining to the Oilices of Scleet Vestry- 
nicn, to have no good and lawful tile or right so to style themselves or to 
act in that corporate and conjonct capacity, and that we will use our most 
strenuous endeavours to oust them fiom their pretended functions, .and to 

ecover the Ancient Rights of Elcction and controul, to the General Vestry 
which has thus unjustly been deprived of those rights, 

Tweljth.—Resoived. That we the inhabitants now present, together with 
euch persons as have been prevented frem attending but concur in opinion, 
do join in a respect{ul petition to the Supreme Government, which shall be 
drawn up, presented by our Committee and our Chairman, and after narat- 
ing our past proceedings and detailing these our Resolutions, shall confine 
itself to the simple object of earnestly entreating thathigh authority to re- 
establish by its power, the constitution of 1787, precisely as it stands record- 
ed, either as a permanent rule and ordinance or aS a temporary measure 
pending any reference to authorities in England. 

Thirteenth.—Resolved. That this Mecting cannot for a moment allow 
itself to question the bencficent and liberai views of the Government, nor 
its reodiness to interpose its mediation and authority [to which even the 
pretended Vestry loudly profess their willing implicit deference) in esta- 
plishing either in the shape of an old Charter revived or a new Charter 
granted, the Just and salutary principles laid down in that admirable Vestry 
Constitution of 1787, beyond the enforcement of which our utmost desires 
are not extended, and that we are well persuaded the Supreme Goveroment 
of British India will never hesitate, to act on those wholesome and equit- 
able principles grounded oa the undeniable maxim, that all men holding 

ublic trusts aud administering itevenaes or Funds for the general good 
should be held strictly and truly responsible to their Constituents, That 
we are confident of Government's acquicscing ia the expediency of annual 











Elections by the General Vestry; of enforcing the Church Warden’s and 
Sidesmens’ oaths ; and the former yearly rendering of their accounts on 
oath; of rendering the prosecution of delinquent officers efiectual ; of com- 
peling the publication of accounts; and of providing for occasional Meet- 
igs of the General Vestry on formal requisitions signed by a giveu number 
of Electors. 


Fourteenth.—Resolved. That ifthe Government for reasons unknown to 
us, should decline to grant or restore the system of 1787, so much coveted by the 
inhabitants and professedly admired and approved by the individuals of the 
usurping party, we will use every endeavour to obtaim redress from the laws 
of theland, that for this laudable object we willin the first instance support the 
Sidesmen,ion their endeavours to gain their restoration. to effice. by such 
proceedings at Law or in Kquity,as shail appear adviseable to themand 
their counse), with the approbation of a Committee of our own body to be 
named in aid of their proceedings. and that we will ourselves personally 
contribute and endeavour to obtain the contributions, of every independant 
jobabitant tewards defraying such Law charges, as our,Commitiee shall 
recommend and approve. 

Fifteenth.— Resolved. That if contrary to all just expectation we 
should ultimately, fail in these reasonable and moderate views, througk the 
improbabie refusal of the Government to attend to our solicitations or the 
incompetence of the strang arm of the Jaw to afford redress, we wWillisub- 
scribe our names and invite the signatures of all our Fellow Citizens to 
humble petitions, drawn up by our Committee to the King in Council. oe 
either, or both Houses of Parliament, as the case may be, beseeching cither, or 
all those High Authoritics to exiend relief to us tm the matters above set 
forth and that in the event of such humble petition or petitions being de- 
termined upon, that to the King and Council, be transmitted by our Com- 
mittee through the Supreme Government, and the Honorable the Court o€ 
Directors to the Presidentof the Board of Controul, to be by him laid 
before the King in Council., and that any petition to the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, or Commons Houses of Parliament. shall be transmitted 
through such Members of those Houses as the Committee may think will aid 
our Views. 

Stxteenth.—Resolved. That the followmg Gentlemen be elected.a Com- 
mittee, for the purpose of carrying into effect, all or any of these Reso- 
jutions. 

Commodore Hayes, Chairman, 


Messrs. Forbes 
Pa! mer, R:C. Plowden, 
Trower, T. Plowden, Compton, 
Traut, Wynceh, Siddons, 
At the motion of Mr, Pattle, seconded by Mr. R. C. Plowden, and care 
ried nem. con. Mr, James Young was added to the above Conimittee, 
Seventcenth—Resolved. That this Committee considers it right and 
just not to close these Proccedings without recording this Resolution, express- 
ly and explicitly disclaiming any intention of imputing corrupt, dishonest, 
or sordid motives or condact, to al! or any of the persons now claiming to be 
the Select Vestry of St. John's, whether in their corporate or individual ca- 
pacities; the objects of this Meeting being confined to the assertion and re- 
covery of old and acknowledged rights, which we couceive to: haye been 
wrongfully wrested from us, the Iuhabitants of Calcutta, by ourjowm ap- 
pointed servants, whose wish to make themselves wholly independent. of 
their constituents, we ascribe to impulses ibat do not necessarily afect.our 
respect for the moral and persunal character of those individuals, 


Messrs. Pattle, Messrs. Buckingham, 


Dampier, 


[Thus far the Resolutions were read consecutively for the purpose of 
their being distinctly understood. Mr. Wynch being requested ip gosthro’ 
them again, separately, they were read alond, moved by Mr. Trower, and 


| seconded by Mr. Young, and the following were the results on the reading 


of each, as far as we remember. | 

On the first resolution being read and seconded, a Young Gentleman on 
the right hand ofthe Chairman, whose name we cannot bearay rose, and with 
great warmth insisted on it that the Resolutions, as they had been read as a 
whole should be argued as such, and contended that we sheuld eome to 
a right understanding on the last Resolution, before they voted. on tne first 
(great laughter.) Tie Young Gentleman bere said, that only ,one side was 
heard, that he had aright to give his opinion at length, and thatas the po- 
pular party as they were called, had brought all their Friends with them, 
while the accused seemed to have none, he insisted on being beard out, Mr. 
Young here rose and observed that it was the wish of the Meeting that 
very body should he beard ( Loud cries of hear him, hear him.) 

When silence was restored, and the attention of the whole Assem- 
bly on the stretch to hear the defence of the Old Vestry, which promised, from 
the determined tone and animated mannerof the Young Advocate,— 
to be full and complete, he exclaimned—** Now Gentlemen, Ihave done’— 
and satdown amidst peals of laughter, notwithstanding the general disap- 
poiutment. 

[Thus far our report, from memory, and the coroborating testimony of 
several present. As the Speaker however, has himself communicated his 
sentiments in writing, and as these differ considerably from our own, we 
think it justice to give thew in his own words, as follows :} 

Mr. DARWALL was anxious that his name should not have appeared 
at all in this debate, and therefore did not comply with the request of the 
Fiitor in yesterday's Paper. The pitiful ambition of having his sentiments 
recorded was not the motive that induced him to offer himself to public 
notice, but an ivability to bear unmerited ceasures passed without opposi 
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tion upon upright and honorable men, rather however, than suffer the sen- 
timents which he did express to be misconceived or mistaken, he will shortly 
relate wirat he then said. 


Tu support of an objection made by Mr. Forbes to the Fifth Resolution, 
(1 believe) declaring that in consequence of the laxity of the Inhabitants in 
attending at the General Meeting on Easter Mondays, the Select Vestry 
had relaxed in the discharge of their duties, by neglecting to publish, their 
accounts pursuant to the Regulation of 1787, 1 stated that from the tenor 
of the last Resolution it appeared to me that by allowing that part of the 
ove under discussion expréssive of ceasure, to remain, a glaring inconsistency 
im the proceedings of the preseat day, would be recorded; as the last Reso- 
lution was intended to prevent any imputation of misconduct being attributed 
to the Members of the Select Vestry and that it therefore, ought to be erased. 


Mr. Youdg, here said, “ When the last Resolution is read, you will have 
an opportunity ‘of opposing or supportiag it, and till thenit is not before the 
Meeting.” or something to that effect. I stated that he, who had drawn them 
up had declared, when the resolutions were first read, that they were consecu- 
tive, and so connected with each other, that the first ‘could not be understood 
and with propriety passed until the last had been heard; and that I there- 
fore thought it sufficiently before the Meeting to enable me to observe upon 
it now, as far as the subject matter of it was connected with the resolution 
then utider consideration. (Ory of Question from Mr. Pattie.) 


I requested that I might be allowed a similar indulgence with the 
Friends of the opposite party, who were numerous, and had been heard 
with patience. ° 


Mr. T. Plowden called to order, alledging, that I cast unjust imputa- 
tions on the Meeting. 


l explained, “that my intentions were most expressly the reverse, 
I must have been misunderstood, I certainly intended to cast no imputations 
whatever on the Meeting.” 


After this interruption had subsided, the First Resolution being moved 
by Mr. Trower, and seconded by Mr. Young, was put to the vote in its ori- 
ginal form, and carried by an immense majority. 


_ The Second and Third Resolutions were regalarly moved, seconded, 
and put to the vote in the same way, and carried almost unanimously. 


On the Fourth Resolution being read, Mr. GORDON FORBES ob serv- 
ed, that however he might approve the principle of the Constitution of the 
Vestry as established in 1787, in the open election and responsibiiity of the 
Members, he deprecated any thing bearing the semblance of reflection on 
the characters of the gentlemen composing the Vestry. He entreated that 
gentlemen would not, in their anxiety to do what they considered justice to 
others, and to support what they regarded as their rights, forget what was 
due to those highly respectable characters. He would oppose every Reso- 
lution intended to convey censure on those to whom, he thought the public 
greatly indebted for their disinterested services ia what would seem to be a 
inmost unthankful office. Neither would he be party to any measure which 
implied mistrust of those whom he believed to,have conscientiously discharg- 
ed the duties they had undertaken. 


He proposed that all expressions of such tendency be expunged from 
the proposed Resolutions. 


Mr. ROBERT CAMPBELL followed here, and said he perfectly ac- 
corded with the previous Speaker, as to the impropriety of passing any 
censures on the Old Vestry. (Some one here exclaimed you are yourself one of 
the party ineluded, and of course do not wish tt.—General and continued laughter.) 


Mr. JAMES BARWELL spoke also in opposition to the passing of 
any Resolutions which could possibly involve censure on the Old Vestry, as 
he conceived none was due. (A person here asked—If all the conduct of the 
Vestry has been quite what it chould be, and nothing is wrong, pray why has this 
Settlement, and nearly all India, been hept in a state of ferment by the public press, 
the Government appealed to, and the Authorities at home talked of asa last re- 
source! Indeed, if all is as it should have been, why has the Government given us 
permission to meet, and for what purpose are we assembled here to-day? To all 
which questions no answer was given. ) 


The Fourth Resolution being still- under consideration, Captain GAL- 
LOW AY stated. that in proposing the amendment he had suggested, (viz. 
to petition the Superior Authorities to grant to the Vestry of St. John’s, a 
Constitution founded in principle on the Regulations of the Select Ves- 
try, of the 28th June, 1787.) partof his object was to get ridof a 
long list of Resolutions which they had heard read, from almost all of 
which he mast express his dissent; bat from nope more than from 
the one Gander discussion which had for its object to censure the con- 
duct of the Vestry. To say they had been found lax in the discharge 
of their duty, was, in his estimation, a severe censure, which he con- 
etientiously believed was most unmerited, and he was certain on the 
present occasion would be most unjustly inflicted, because it had been 
declared at this Meeting, that not one Gentlemen (1 think not one) 
had availed himself of the invitation published by the Vestry, to inspect 
their proceedings and accounts. 


The Vestry had not lately, indeed published those accounts in the 
Gazette, because they thought it better to lay out the cost of such pubili- 
cationin feeding the poor, but their Books had been opento all. They had 
invariably exhibited an Annual Account of their Receipts and Disburse- 
ment, in the only places, known by the Law of England, for such exhibition, 
—**the Church Porch, during a month at Christmas, and in the Vestry 
Room during the rest of the year,”—There ia po Gazette in England for the 
accounts of ¥ egtries. 
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Bat let me ask, said he, with what consistency Gentlemen can call up- 
on us to vote a censure of any kind, however modified, upon the Vestry, 
where a Meeting of the Inhabitants of Calcutta, in General Vestry, at 
which the Messrs. Plowden themselves, and many of the Gentlemen on 
the other side, were present, on Easter Monday last, passed, officially, upon 
the condact of the Gentlemen we are now called upon to censure, theit 
unanimous applause? (Hear hear!) Permit me Sir to read from the Records 
of that Meeting this important document. 


““ The Meeting wish, further, to express their unanimous thanks to 
the old Vestry, together with their entire satisfaction in the official conduct 
of those Gentlemen,” { Hear hear!) 

Mr. PATTLE, rose as he said, to explain the above vote of thanks, to 
which, however Capt. G. objected, stating that he submitted that no such 
explanation, or any qualification whatsoever, could be received in the face 
of a regular and authentic written document. 

It had been said by a Gentleman (Mr. Youpg) “ that the censure was 
not, he thought, severe, that it was also a censure upon ourselves for 
neglecting to call for the publication of their accounts, and that it weat 
more against the principle, and system, than the men; who were allowed, 
by all, to be most worthy individaals.” Sut he (Capt. G.) did not admit 
this mode of reasoning ; that censuring ourselves would not rélieve the 
Vestry ; and that he was ata loss to conceive how they could, in such a 
case, separate the individual frum their censure of his conduct, 


Mr. YOUNG—Mr. Chairman, Ihave a great respect for the cha- 
racter and talents of the several Gentleman, who have now opposed this Re- 
solution, and have moved an amendment on it, putting an extinguisher in 
fact on all that has been carricd, and all that we of the Independent Party 
propose to do. One of them indeed T respect so much, that iam quite 
fearful of his carrying away the feelings of the Meeting, by the fairness and 
seeming impartiality of his proposal, 2s well as by the earnestness of his 
deprecations againsi personal censure. But the greater the danger of his 
running away with us, the more necessary it becomes that we sioutly exert 
ourselves to meet him in the front of the battle, and fight him on his own 
ground. «( Hear.) 


‘Gentlemen, I am not afraid to encounter this worthy antagonist, be- 
cause I feel that we are strong inour cause, while his course is timid, vacil- 
lating, and will not bear scrutiny. Let us not conceal from cach other and 
the Public, what we really do each of us mean; we by our Resolution, he by 
his amendment, It is Mr. Forbes’s purpose to shield the Select Vestry from 
blame; ours to declare them justly amenable to the censure of injured and 
insulted constituents. “ will not conceal from you, I know not why I 
should, since I am wholly uninterested personelly in this controversy, that 
these Resolutions, tho’ moved by a friend, whose place in society gives them 
a weight I could not confer, are penned by myself. (Hear, hear, hear, and 
applause.) 


Gentlemen, I am not ashamed of my offspring. (Hear, hear.) I am free 
to confess, that none of them is a greater favorite than this very Kesolution 
of censure, so disagreeable to our opponents. I stand here ready and wil- 
ling to debate them inch by inch and defend them against any one, and £ 
will tell youwhy. (Hear, hear!) Af we do not carry this, we carry pothing 
Mr. Forbes, Mr. Trant, Mr. Barwell, Messrs. Lockett, Jameson, Galloway, 
and every Individual of those who have so stoutly defended the Select Ves- 
try, has distiactly and individually admitted, that we ought to have the Rules 
of 1787 again. Now these Rules were certainly enacted, and so far as the 
intention of the Enactors went, were made the law of St. John’s. How have 
we lost this Constitution which all agree in praising, ail in wishing to haye 
back again? Has it fallen into desuetude and decay of old age? Was it 
ever surrendered by us? Who bas taken it away? who are in possession of 
those powers, that all agree it was intended we should have, and should 
bave again, of which the entries in the Vestry Books and Yearly Summons 
at Easter, are the yct remaining shadow to point out that we once had 
rights which we now have not? 


Others may mince the matter and conceal from us or themselves who 
were the robbers. Icannot think that this Constitution of 1787 has been 
ravished from us by our servants, the Select Vestry, and I move that they 
be censured for their criminality in so doing, (Hear, hear, hear.) 1 use the 
strong phrase “ criminality,” because I feel strongly, because I am not used 
to public speaking and to comnrand choice phrases readily, and because I 
address a numerous assembly whom I must impress strongly with my feel- 
ings and meaning, without weighing expressions too nicely, (Heer.) But I 
distinctly and solemnly disavow all intention of imputing any thing inten- 
tionally “criminal” in the legal sense or in a personal view, any thing vile or 
sordid, to the Select Vestry. Qur opponents are putting forth all their pow- 
ers to save their friends from the expression of their Fellow Citizen’s Cen- 
sure. it is a hopeless case, every man pronounces that blame which they 
still hope to prevent from being recorded, with a singular inconsistency 
when we advert to their eulogies on the Rules of 1787. Surely, Mr. Chairman 
1 need not go over the old and hackneyed ground of assuring the frieads 
of the Select Vestry, and this auditory, that a censure on the political or 
public character of any functionary does not necessarily imply apy moral 
turpitude, or criminality in his private and personal capacity ? (Hear, hear.) 
1 am really half-ashamed to go over such piain and well-known ground, but 
am forced to it by the evident design of our antagonists to deter you from 
voting this censure, as if it necessarily implied accusation of individual 
delinquency. Good God, how unreasonable is all this. There are men in 
the Select Vestry whom I know, and for whom I have the very highest res- 
pect and regard ; in this we all think alike. (Hear, hear.) But does their inte- 
grity, their being worthy in private life, change the essence of things? Cap any 
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such poling nonsense make that right which is essentially and eternally 
wrong ? (Hear, hear.) Iam the advocate or the opponent of measures, not 
of men, and nothing that relates to the private virtues of individuals, shall 
ever make me think it right, that public men holding great trusts should 
not be duly, regularly, éonstantly, held accountable to their fellow-citizens, 
{loud applause.) These Vestrymen have omitted to publish their accounts 
for ten years! The fact speaks for itself, Gentlemen, to my mind it matters 
not why they thus neglected their duty. They did it without our leave, with- 
out assigning publicly their reason for the omission; to save a farthiog, 
abey. hazarded the loss of. thousands, (hear, hear.) But we are told of their 
private mildness! What is this, as a set off against official insolence and 
public superciliousness?' They refuse to answer letters, to Jet the Plowdens 
have access to records, and at last with a miserable grace are forced to put 
forth accounts and to behave with civility, and yet we are not to blame 
them, Gentlemen. Both parties in this dispute cannot be right, and as 1 4 
for one, am of opinion that our Sidesmen have been most wrongfully treat- 
ed and that we owe them many obligations for their exertions in our be- 
half, Lat least cannot falter about blaming those whose behaviour in their 
public capacity bas caused so much usurpation and wrong. 

But to prove the sincerity of my disclaimer of all private imputations 
against the Individuals of the Vestry, and to disarm in some measure their 
friends, I beg that the Resolution may be adverted to, by this Meeting, in- 
treating it at the same time to recollect, that I stand before it as the author 
of the whole series. (Jdear, hear.) I appeal to the Meeting if any thing 
can be stronger than the acquittal which that Resolution implies, and I 
shall move it myself in turn, that I may add all the force to it, which will be 
confirmed by such an act arising from him who proposed the question. 

I cannot but think the eagerness of the Select Vestry’s friends to get rid 
of this censure, very curiously overstrained ; so much so, indeed, that I have 
really my doubts whether they think a private inculpntion is effected by the 
Resolution. I rather apprehend they make it a point to stand on, because if 
no blame be recorded, we shall have the less chance of succeeding with Go- 
vernment in overturning their Friends. For what is this terrible censure af- 
ter ali? L am ashamed to hear such a piece of work about such a trifle, The 
blame is not given to the present set of men or to any particular set of men, 
but distributed over al] the Vestries since 1787, nay, for censures we are the 
most singular and disinterested beings alive, for we do not only censure 
others, but we censure whom ? ourselves, (hear, hear,) we first take blame to 
ourselves for the supineness, and apathy, and lethargy, of thirty years al- 
most, and we point out as the consequence of this, our own fault, that our 
servants very naturally found they could do without us and took into thei: 
hands the reins which we were wicked or weak enough to abandon, and 
this is inordinate and unreasonable blame to the Vestry! We accuse them 
of doing that, which all the records inthe memory of Man shew that 
human nature is sure to do, and always has done, yet people say we ar: 
hard and unjust and cruel, aad so forth. Let us bear no more of such no- 
tions, ( Hear, hear.) 

Gentlemen, I leave it to you, to decide on the fate, of this Resolution. 
Itis mine, I avow it, I glory tn it,for { think it is in itself just and true, and I 
know that in the fate of this Resolution is involved the very heart and es- 
sence of this whole controversy, ( «pplause. ) ; 

The amendments to the fourth Resolution were then separately put to 
the vote, afier being recorded, and obtained each a shew of about eight 
hands in their favour. 

The Fourth Resolution, in its original form, was then seconded, and put 
to the Vote, and carried by as great a shew of hands as the former ones, 
accompanied however by loud cheers, drawn forth apparently by the oppo- 
sition which had been made to it by the advocates of the unpopular party. 

The remaining Resolutions were read consecutively, seconded, put to 
the vote, and carned most triumphantly, until somewhere about the Twelfth 
Resolution, Mr. GORDON FORBES again rose, and said, * Gentlemen—I 
hope you do not mean to have it recorded,thac these Resolutions whieh have 
gone by, without aciaal oppostiion, have beew passed unanimously. 

Mr. PATTLE in reply said, “1 beg to assure my Honorable Friend, 
Rr. Forbes, that due sotice will be taken of the opporition made, and it 
will be particularly specified, that out of an assembly ot ne arly 400 people, 
there have been seven or cight disseutient voices, applied to that part ot 
them chiefly, which goes to censere the public conduct ef the Old Vestry, 
(ior with their private conduct we have nothing to do) and that if they are 
ambitious of having their names recorded, as that-of a glorious minority, 
ghis might also no doubt be done.” 

When the Seventeenth Resolation came to be read, it was hoped 
that this at least would be carried ananimously, and Mr. Young expressed 
himself to that effect ; bat was replied to, by Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Forbes, 
that unless they cxpung ad the whoie of the former ones, which conveyed any 
thing like censure on their public conduct, they would not vote on this Ke- 
solution of high respect for their private characters. Ww ith these two ex- 
ceptions, as far as we remember, the Resolution was unanimously carried, 

amidst general applause. 

An Gdditional Resolution, the 18th, was now proposed by Mr. Pattle, in 
the following terms. 

Eighteenth.—Moved by Mr. Pattle, cig beaogperen ney Cc. _ Plowden. 
That deeply regretting the injary the poor have sustained from the present 
Eat Vesiey Potent teat the confidence of the Public, We, the Inhabitants 
now assembled, (together with such persons as have been prevented attead- 

ing, but concur in opinion with as,) do, in the event of our further project- 
ed P¢tition to the Government failing of effect, constitute ourselves @ Society 





for receiving and distributing alms, in like manner and under similar res- 
trietions and responsibilities, ag gre laid dewn in the Regulations appoint- 
ed by Lord Cornwallis in June 4987 ; and that for this purpose, and to per- 
form this sacred duty, six persons of the Committee, which han been by us 
chosen, shall be elected from time to time by a majority of the voices of the 
said Committee, to fulfill the landable object of this Resolution during the 
interval that may elapse, until we can obtain either the revival and practice 
of the abovementioned Constitution of 1787, or of any other Vestry Consti- 
tation which may be hereafter legally established. 


Mr. H. WHITE spoke ion amendment of the Jast Pesolution. He ob- 
served, that it would be contrary to the principles Unanimously professed on 
that day, by the Meeting, to suffer the Resolution to stand exactly as it was 
proposed. We were then contendiag, be said, for the clective franchise of 
the Public, in the consti‘ution of the Vestry of St. John’s Church; and, ia 
case of the establishment of a Charitable Fund, as that proposed in the last 
Resolution, it would be improper, if the appointment of persons who should 
dispose of that Fund, were not vested in the body of the Public, instead 
of being placed in the hands of a few particular persons. Should the Re- 
solution be carried in the terms in which it was proposed; he feared, we 
might have to lament, one time or anether, our indiscreet surrender of that 
important right. Mr. White concladed by proposing an amendment, viz. 
That six distributers of the Charities of the intended Fund. ia case of the 
Kstablishment of that Fund, should be invariably appointed by the Public, 
instead of by the Committee.” 


Mr. Pattle in reply, explained, that he had originally intended to pro- 
pose that this Election should be by the voice of the Public. and not by the 
Committee, but that he bad relinquished this intention from the difficulty 
which must attend it’s execution. Could we, (he asked the persons assem- 
bled) with propriety trouble the Government for permission to convene thé 
Inhabitants, thro’ the Sheriff. for an Election of this description, and fora 
purpose declared to be only temporary and probably of very short duration? 
Besides, it was, he hope, impossible to suppose the assembly he was addres- 
sing would hesitate ia giving with the fullest confidence the power of Elec- 
tion by the 16th Resolution to a Committee, whom they had with such de- 
cided approbation invested with a much higher and more important. trust. 


Here a mixed debate took place on the subject; and, Mr. Young having 
stated, that the Fand proposed in the last Resolution, being conditional, 
recommended to Mr. White to withdraw his amendment for the present; 
to which Mr. White acceded ; and the amendment was accordingly * with- 
drawn, and the original Resolution put, and carried by acclamation. 


Nineteenth.—Moved by the Chairman. Commodore Hayes, that the 
Thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. BUCKINGHAM, for the very dis- 
interested and highly laudable public spirit, he has invariably manifested; 
during the whole period of the discussion of the Vestry Question, through 
p08 _— of the Liberty of the British Press in India, the Calcutta 

ournal, 


This Resolution for the Vote of Thanks was seconded by Mr. Young, 
and on being put, was carried nem-con.* 


Twentieth.—The Chajrman having quitted his seat, Mr. Young, moved, 
that the thanks of the Meeting be given to COMMODORE HAYES, for 
his impartial and able conduct in the Chair in the business of that day, se- 
conded by Mr. Pattle, and carried with applause. 


Twenty-first.—Moved by Mr, Young, and seconded by Mr. Plowden, 
That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the HIGH SHERIFF, and 
the UNDER SHERIFF, for their prompt summons, and ready convening 
of the Meeting which was voted unanimously, 


The Messrs. Pilowdens having stated to the Under Sheriff, that the 
business for which the Meeting had been convened, was now ended. Mr. 
Brewer dissolved the Meeting accordingly. 

* It is proper to remark on this expression, that the eight dissentient voices 


had retired, on finding the defeat so complete, but that more than 300 persons still 
remained in the Assembly. 








JPostseript, 


As we have ne doubt that every line of the foregoing Report, long as it ts, 
will be read, scrutinized, and commented upon, by half the inhabitants of this city, 
and that while some few, will grant to us, before they rise from their breakfast~ 
tables, the praise of patience. industry, impartiality and fidelity, a hundred voices 
will be raised in condtmnation of all that we have done One speaker will de- 
nounce our truth, and contend that we have wilfully omitted what it is impossible 
we could have forgotten ; a second will aceuse us of having a fertile and creative 
Jancy, which has given birth to expressions that were never uttered, and a third 
will curse the reviser of the press for ghe literal errors which disfigure his speech, 
and cast a blot upon his oratorical fame. That party to whom cheers and acclama~ 
tions were as the sounds of defeat and discomfiture, will insist, that we have 
repeated them too often,—while the body to whom every burst of applause was « 
shout of victory, will tell us that every line of their speeches should have its peals 
of apprebation—and above all, the few against whom the loud laughing was direc- 
ted, will no doubt throw aside their hookahs, and condemn us in toto for daring 
to mingle so much of levity with so grave and saered a subject. 

To ail these we can only say, if they are willing to make the trial of the la- 
bour that this task has cost us, they will then be ready to acquit us, and be the 
first to exclaim bo those whe should criticize their labours—* Go thou and do like- 
wise,” 
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FA (litarp, 


General Orders, by the Commander in Chief. Head-quarters, Calcutta, Septem- 
ber 23, 1819. 

Serjeant-Major Wm Edwards, of the Governor Geueral’s Body Guard, hav- 
ing been appointed by Government General Orders of the Lith instant, an Over- 
seer in the Stud Institution, is directed to place himself under the orders of the 
Board of Superintendence, from whom he will receive his instructions. 

The appointmont, by Brigadier-General Watson, C. B. Commanding Sangur 
District, a Brevet-Captain Hardy, Quarter Master of the 2d Battalion 28th Re- 
giment Native Infantry, to take charge of the Quarter Master General’s and the 
Guide and Intelligence Departments, from the 4th instant, in consequence of the 
demise of Lieutenant Strettell, is confirmed. 

Lieutenant Lindsay is appointed Acting Adjutant to the Engineer Corps, vice 
Fitzgerald proceeding to Burdwan on duty. 


The Commander in Chief is pleased to make the following Promotions. 
Ist Battalion 20th Regiment N. I. 
Jemadar Badoolah Kawn to be Subadar, from the 10th September 1819, vice 
Sewdial Sing, deceased. 


Havildar Joynarrain Sing to be Jemadar, from the same date, vice Badoolah 
Kawn, promoted. 


J. NICOL, Adjt. Genl. of the Army 








Domestic Ercurrences, 


BIRTHS. 


At the Mission House, Serampore, on the 27th instant, the Lady of H. A. Wil- 
liams, Esq. of the Civil! Service, of a Daughter. a 

At Bengalore, on the 2d instant, the Lady of Lientenant T. Simkins, of H. M. 
34th Regiment, ofa Daughter. 

At Madara, on the 29th of August, the Lady of G. F. Cherry, Esq. of a 
Daughter 

On the 24th instant, the Lady of J. O. Jore, Esq. of a Son. 

DEATHS. 

At Madras, on the 6th instant, aged 25 years, Elizabeth, Wife of the Reve- 
rend Mermaduke Thompson, one of the Presidency Chaplains. The character 
of this excellent Woman was composed of a rare assemblage of Christian virtues 
veiled beneath that “ meek and quiet spirit, w! ght of God is of creat 
price.” Butshe desired not, nor needs, the praise of n; the praise she songht 
was that of God, and her record is with Him on Ligh, while the memorial of her 
modest worth is engraven on the hearts and afiections of her bereaved Family and 
Fiiends : 

At Tranquebar 28th July, C 
Servi a most excellent, worthy 
parab His less will be 
w his worth 
At Madras on the Sth instant, 1 
Native Veteran Battalion. 

At Mymening on the 20th inste after along and lingering illness, Mrs. 
Manus Mr. ‘}homas Manuel, eged 2! years and 3 mouths. 
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Shipping Intelligence. 


CALCUTTA ARRIVALS. 
Names of Vessels Flags 
Governor Petrie Britisa W.J.Bresley Persian Gulph July 16 
Milford British R Harwopd Penang Sep. 3 
CALCUTTA DEPARTURES. 
Names of Vessels Flags 
Lang British J. Clark 
Maister British P. Berriman 
BOMBAY ARRIVALS. 
Names of Vessels Flags Commanders 
Derria Beggy Arab Abdoo Raimon 
BOMBAY DEPARTURES. 
Names of Vessels Flags 
Volunteer British 
Loyalty British 


Commanders 


From Whence Left 


Commanders Destination 
London 


London 


From Whence 
Mocha 


Auge 


Commanders 
T. Waterman 
W. Hearn 


Destination 
Caicutta 
Liverpool 


————o 








autical Motices, 


Yesterday arrived in the River the Almorah, Captain Hunter, left England the 
27th May, and the Abberton, Captain Percival, left England the 28th May. 

The Volunteer, Captain Waterman, fiom the Persian Gulf and Bombay, 
which touched at Madras on her way, reports that the ship William Miles, Captaia 
Beadle, had arrived at the latter place, and was soon to sail for Bengal. The 
Passengers were all well. 

The Lord Sidmouth, Captain W. Gunner, for London, and the Sarah Ann, - 
Captain W. Wilson, for the Cape, will sail for their respective destinations in four 
or five days. 

‘The Packet ship Mary, for England, sailed from Madras on the Sth instant. 
She was to stop no where. 

The Rochester, from Madras, is stated to have arrived in the Downs on the 
4th of May. 











Passengers, 


Passengers arrived at Calentta on the Milford. 

Lieutenant G. Brown, and 236 Troops, incla ding Women, Children, and Pol 
lowers, belonging to the Bengal Artillery; Mr. Richard Jautin, Civil Service 
Mr. J. Bateman, Free Merchant; Messrs. Meaburn and Ripley, Free Marimers 
Mr. Aricol Gregorie ; Mr. Sa:kies Aratoon; Cavasjee Shapajee, Parsee, 

Passengers embarked from Bombay on the Volunteer. 

Mrs. Hill; Mr. Michael; Mr. Zorib; Mr. Paul. 

Ou the Helea, 

Doctor Mack; Colonel Edwards; Dector Hutchinson; H. Forbes, Esq, 

Captain Healty and Son. 
On the Loyalty. 


Captain McNicol; Lieutenant Lester ; 


Lieutenant Taylor; Mrs. Burns 
Mr. Horn 








CURRENT VALUE OF GOVERNMENT SECURITIES. 
BUY 4 
ORs. 6 As. 





SEPTEMBER 1819. 
Six per Cent Loan Promissory Notes. 


SELL 
§0Rs. 10 As 
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Qs On London, at 6 Months’ sight, per Sicca Rupee, 


On Bombay, 30 Days’ sight, per 100 Bo. Rs. Sa. Rs. 
On Madras, 30 Days’ sight, per 100 St. Pag. Sa. Rs. 
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PRICK OF BULLION. 
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BANh OF BENGAL RATES. 


Discount on Private Bills, ‘ ‘ 7 per Cont 
Discount on Government Bills of Exchange, . 6 ditto 
Discount on Government Salary Bills, G ditto 
Iuterest on Loans on Deposit, .. 6 dilte 


Printed at the Union Press, in Garstin's Bildings, near the Bankshall and the Exchange. 
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